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Noise - A Manifesto Modernising Motherhood
Danusia Malina-Derben
An urgent and vital unpacking of modern motherhood, exploring the age-old question: HOW CAN
I BE A MOTHER AND STILL BE ME? Part manifesto, part memoir, part guide; this book
unflinchingly flips conventional thinking surrounding motherhood on its head. From Danusia
Malina-Derben, mother of 10, entrepreneur, thought leader, and critically acclaimed podcast
host - this is a long-awaited, no-holds-barred book on why our current thinking about modern
motherhood is overdue a radical overhaul.
On the one hand, this book is about being a mother, but it's also about how, once we become
mothers, we're not allowed to be ourselves. NOISE is a powerful dismantling of the barriers and
central tenets that hold women back. This manifesto was built to start a conversation; it's a callto-arms to get ideas flowing through our communities, and an invitation to think differently
about what we're repeatedly told about motherhood.
An intimate, bold blend of memoir, thought leadership and research, Danusia provocatively
reframes the NOISE around motherhood and repositions mothers as the social change agents
our world desperately needs.
HB 9781838209803 £12.99 March 2021 Triumph Press 272 pages

Understand, Dare, Thrive
Diana Parkes
In a world where women continue to face additional challenges to men, UNDERSTAND: DARE:
THRIVE delves into the underlying causes of this enduring reality and provides the insights and
answers women need to enable them to thrive, across their whole working life.
Businesswoman, psychologist and social entrepreneur Diana Parkes draws upon her signature
skills for cutting-through complexity, providing a roadmap to understand what is necessary to
achieve your career goals. By exploring how success can be obtained for women in all industries,
the book picks apart gender stereotypes and demonstrates how it is possible to thrive in any
position, whether entry level or leadership.
PB 9781912092178 £9.99 August 2021 Arkbound 510 pages
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Feminism & Gender Studies
Fifty Years a Feminist
Sue Kedgley
In 1971 Sue Kedgley and a group of other young feminists carried a coffin into Auckland’s Albert
Park to protest against decades of stagnant advancement for New Zealand women since they
won the right to vote in 1893. From that day, she became synonymous with Second Wave
feminism in this country, most notably organising a tour by Germaine Greer that ended in an
arrest and court appearance.
In this direct, energetic, and focused autobiography, Kedgley tracks the development of
feminism over the last five decades and its intersection with her life, describing how she went
from debutante to stroppy activist, journalist, safe-food activist, and Green politician. Her rich
and rewarding life has included encounters with Betty Friedan, Yoko Ono, Kofi Annan, Sonja
Davies, and the Dalai Lama, and she has never abandoned her feminist convictions. She regrets
that there is still a culture of male entitlement, sexism and double standards, and that women
are still victims of violence.
Even so, she argues, feminism has achieved an extraordinary amount. Fifty years ago women
were a sort of underclass. Now they have entered almost every sphere of national life, even if
many pay a high price for their hard-won success. Thanks to the movement, she says, after
centuries of subjugation, women are finally coming into their own. It is, she says, their time now,
and their turn.
PB 9780995135444 £30.99 May 2021 Massey University Press 408 pages

Doublethink - Feminist Challenge to Transgenderism
Janice G Raymond
In an age when falsehoods are commonly taken as truth, Janice Raymond’s new book illuminates
the ‘doublethink’ of a transgender movement that is able to define men as women, women as
men, he as she, dissent as heresy, science as sham, and critics as fascists. Meanwhile, trans mobs
are treated as gender patriots whose main enemy is feminists and their dissent from gender
orthodoxies.
The medicalisation of gender dissatisfaction depicted by Raymond in her early visionary book,
The Transsexual Empire, has today expanded exponentially into the transgender industrial
complex built on big medicine, big pharma, big banks, big foundations, big research centres,
some attached to big universities. And the current rise of treating young children with puberty
blockers and hormones is a widespread scandal that has been named a medical experiment on
children. Whereas transsexualism was mainly a male phenomenon in the past with males
undertaking cross-sex hormones and surgery, today it is notably young women who are selfdeclaring as men in large numbers. The good news is that these young women who formerly
identified as ‘trans men’ or gender non-binary, are now de-transitioning. In this book, they speak
movingly about their severances from themselves and other women, their escape from
compulsive femininity, their sexual assaults, the misogyny they experienced growing up, and
their journeys in recovering their womanhood.
Doublethink: A Feminist Challenge to Transgenderism - makes us aware of the consequences of
a runaway ideology and its costs -- among them what is at stake when males are allowed to
compete in female sports and when parents are not aware of school curricula that confuse sex
with gender and that can facilitate a child’s hormone treatments without parental consent.
PB 9781925950380 £19.95 November 2021 Spinifex Press 300 pages
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Global Contestations of Gender Rights
Edited by Alexandra Scheele, Julia Roth, Heidemarie Winkel
Across the globe, a growing number of social movements, such as demonstrations in support of
equal civil status or reproductive freedom and against sexualized violence, show that women's
and gender rights are highly contested. Against the backdrop of a long history of unequal rights
implementation, the contributors to this volume deal with the questions of why and in which
ways gender equality has become contested in various political contexts. Local case studies
examine the relevant structural, institutional, and socio-cultural causes of the global challenges
to equality. This book follows an interdisciplinary approach and unites scholars from law,
linguistics, cultural studies, history, social sciences, and gender studies in diverse contexts.
PB 9783837660692 £38.99 March 2022 Transcript Verlag 354 pages

Hammer & Nail - Notes of a Journeywoman
Kate Braid
In the long-awaited follow-up to her 2012 memoir, Journeywoman, Kate Braid returns with an
honest and thought-provoking collection of essays reflecting on her career in a male-dominated
profession and on the changes female tradespeople have witnessed. In 1977, Kate Braid began
work as one of the first women to stumble (literally) into construction. Since then, feminism, the
#MeToo movement, pay equity legislation and other efforts have led to more women in a wider
variety of careers. Yet, the number of women in blue-collar trades has barely shifted -- from three
percent to a mere four. In Journeywoman, Braid told a personal story of working almost
exclusively with all-male construction crews. In Hammer & Nail: Notes of a Journeywoman, Braid
returns to the trades with courage, compassion, and humour. Connecting her lifetime of
experiences as a construction worker, as well as an educator and writer, Braid reflects on the
culture of labour and recalls the thrill of realising her own skill and capabilities. Through stories,
articles and speeches, Hammer & Nail sheds new light on our ideas of traditional gender roles -and how those ideas change in small but profound moments of gentleness, strength, humility,
and clarity on the job. Hammer & Nail is a thought-provoking collection of the highs and lows,
the laughs, the heartaches, and some of the lessons of Braid’s journey.
PB 9781773860336 £13.99 March 2021 Caitlin Press 168 pages

Ludics and Laughter as Feminist Aesthetic - Angela Carter at Play
Edited by Jennifer Gustar, Caleb Sivyer, Sarah Gamble
Angela Carter’s provocations to laughter and her enchantment with ludic narrative strategies are
two key aspects of her aesthetic practice, neither of which has been the focus of sustained study.
Ludics and Laughter as Feminist Aesthetic: Angela Carter at Play responds to this lacuna in Carter
criticism. This international collection of eleven essays from acclaimed Carter scholars and
emerging voices in the field of Carter studies seeks to reclaim play as a serious undertaking for
feminist writing and scholarship and to foreground laughter as a potent affect. While Carter’s
work turned to comedy in the later years, from the first publication in 1966 until her last in 1992,
her fiction, poetry and journalism engaged in sharp social and cultural critique; she habitually
engaged this critique through ludic structures and wickedly funny narratives that challenged
conventional norms and ways of thinking. Contributors explore the diverse ways in which Carter
compelled a complex and often uneasy laughter by means of a controversial aesthetic that
merges a persistently ludic sensibility with a biting intransigent wit. This volume draws on
theories of play, surrealism, feminism, as well as studies of feminist humour and Carter’s own
journals and diaries to reveal the ways in which her work moves readers towards the unexpected.
This volume will be of relevance both to scholars of Carter’s work and of feminist humour more
generally; as well, it will be of interest to students and general readers of Carter’s fiction,
journalism, and poetry.
HB 9781789760057 £80.00 January 2021 Sussex Academic Press (UK) 300 pages
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Not Dead Yet - Feminism, Passion and Women's Liberation
Edited by Renate Klein, Susan Hawthorne
What was it like to participate in the Women's Liberation Movement? What made millions of
women step forward from the 1960s onwards and join it in different ways?
Many of the 56 women in this book were there. They describe how they have contributed in
multitudinous ways across politics, the arts, health, education, environmentalism, economics,
and science and created wonderfully rebellious activism. And how they continue this activism
today with determined grittiness. Here are women all over 70 years of age, still railing against
the patriarchal systemic oppression of women, still fighting back. "Don't Call Me Sweetie,"
"Never Waste a Good Crisis" and "Still Here, Still Clear and Still Lesbian" is some of what they
want us to know.
The contributors to Not Dead Yet have created new analyses with new language and new kinds
of organisations always aware of the ways in which the system is stacked against us, particularly
against radical feminists. But we persist. We share the revolutionary zest we have carried with
us over many decades. There is history, there is subversion and there are many extraordinary
acts of courage.
The language is full of irony and wit as well as deadly serious. The Women's Liberation Movement
has had a profound effect on the lives of millions of women and in turn those women have
changed our world. But the struggle continues.
PB 9781925950328 £18.95 July 2021 Spinifex Press 464 pages

Our National Shame - Violence Against Women (In the National Interest)
Kate Fitz-Gibbon
The exposés in early 2021 of sexism and sexual violence in Parliament House prompted women
across the country (and some men) to take to stages, lecterns and social media to express their
rage and demand action. However, while these events highlighted that violence against women
is an ongoing issue in our community, in many ways the allegations and incidents should not
shock us. They are part of women's daily lives.
Violence against women has been called the 'shadow pandemic'; it is certainly an international
epidemic. Since family violence was declared a national emergency here in 2015, little has been
done nationally to change the tragic reality that one woman is killed by a current or former male
partner every week. The lack of federal leadership and action can no longer be ignored, excused,
or explained away. Canberra's silence on violence against women has become deafening of late.
The softly-softly response to allegations of abuse, harassment and sexual violence reflects a
longstanding pattern of our political leaders not taking women's safety seriously.
In Our National Shame, Kate Fitz-Gibbon reminds us that violence against women is not a private
issue that needs bespoke, case-by-case solutions. It is a community-wide problem that, to be
properly addressed, requires a dramatic shift in how we understand and respond to men's
violence, and most importantly, the tackling of gender inequality in this country. Transformative
national leadership must drive this. But do our political masters have either the will or the
integrity to meet this challenge?
PB 9781922464675 £13.99 July 2021 Monash University Publishing 96 pages
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Towards the Abolition of Surrogate Motherhood
Edited by Marie-Josephe Devillers, Ana-Luana Stoicea-Deram
"Surrogacy is not liberty. It is a crime. Women will not settle for junk liberty. We want real
freedom – the substance, not just the appearance. We want real nourishment for our spirits. We
want human dignity. We want it for all of us. We want it for women in Thailand and Bangladesh
and Mexico as well as for the women who have not yet been born." - Gena Corea.
In this eloquent and blistering rejection of surrogacy, a range of international activists and
experts in the field outline the fundamental human rights abuses that occur when surrogacy is
legalised and reject neoliberal notions that the commodification of women’s bodies can ever be
about the ‘choices’ women make.
Yoshie Yanagihara shows how feminist ideas have been twisted to extend men’s freedom and
their rights to access surrogacy. Catherine Lynch rails against surrogacy as the creation of babies
for the express purpose of removal from their mothers, outlining the tragic outcomes for
adopted people.
Phyllis Chesler argues that commercial surrogacy is matricidal, slicing and dicing biological
motherhood into egg donor, ‘gestational’ mother and adoptive mother. Melissa Farley debunks
the myth of ‘choice’ in surrogacy, arguing that in a male-dominated and racist system, the
exploitative sale of women in surrogacy, like in prostitution, is inherently harmful —rich women
do not make the choice to become surrogates or prostitutes.
PB 9781925950427 £19.95 November 2021 Spinifex Press 232 pages

Cathy Goes to Canberra - Doing Politics Differently
Cathy McGowan
Whenever anyone tells you that only the big parties or star candidates have a chance of winning
a seat in federal parliament, just say 'Cathy McGowan'. Running as a community-backed
independent candidate, Cathy won the previously safe Liberal seat of Indi in 2013 and again in
2016, and passed Indi on to another independent in 2019 - a first in Australian history.
Cathy shares how thousands of ordinary men and women in north-eastern Victoria got together,
organised themselves and made their voices heard in Canberra. An inspiring tale and a primer
for other communities and individuals looking to create change.
PB 9781925835908 £19.99 November 2020 Monash University Publishing 192 pages

Fallen Among Reformers - Miles Franklin, Modernity and the New Woman
Janet Lee
Fallen Among Reformers' focuses on Stella Miles Franklin's New Woman protest literature
written during her time in Chicago with the National Women's Trade Union League (1906-1915).
This time away from literary pursuits enriched Franklin's literary productivity and provided a
feminist social justice ethics, which shaped her writing.
Close readings of Franklin's (mostly unpublished) short stories, plays, and novels contextualises
them in the personal politics of her everyday life and historicises them in the socio-economic and
literary realities of early twentieth-century Australia and United States: themes embedded in
broader cultural patterns of socialism, pacifism, and feminism.
PB 9781743326886 £30.00 June 2020 Sydney University Press 192 pages
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From Suffrage to a Seat in the House - The path to parliament for New
Zealand women
Jenny Coleman
New Zealand has always proudly worn its status of being the first country to enfranchise women.
But not many know that it took a further 40 long years to get the first woman elected to
Parliament. In fact women were not even entitled to stand as candidates in national elections
until 1919 – 26 years after they won the right to vote in those elections. Even then there was
resistance, with editor of the Auckland Star stating that it would open the way for ‘a class of
aggressive females who, thirsting for publicity, would be constantly pushing themselves forward
into positions for which they are in no sense fitted.’
The journey ‘from the home to the House’ was a shamefully protracted one for New Zealand
women, as many male parliamentarians who grudgingly accepted the franchise being extended
to women staunchly resisted any further progress. Their political machinations and filibustering
were highly effective. Eventually, with an additional 130,000 voters enrolled, politicians began
to realise that women’s votes – and even women’s voices – mattered.
However, it was not until 1933 that the first woman was elected to the New Zealand Parliament,
when Elizabeth McCombs won the Lyttelton seat, following the death of her husband, the sitting
MP. The history of women striving to share in governing the country, a neglected footnote in the
nation’s electoral history, is now captured in this essential work by Jenny Coleman. She has
drawn on a wide range of sources to create a rich portrayal of a rapidly evolving colonial society
in which new ideas and social change were in constant friction with the status quo.
PB 9781988592268 £23.00 October 2020 Otago University Press 338 pages

Transgender Body Politics
Heather Brunskell-Evans
Transgenderism in the twenty-first century is patriarchy emblazoned in imperial form. At a time
when supposedly enlightened attitudes are championed by the mainstream, philosopher and
activist Heather Brunskell-Evans shows how, in plain view under the guise of liberalism, a
regressive men’s rights movement is posing a massive threat to the human rights of women and
children everywhere.
This movement is transgender politics which, while spouting platitudes about equality, is in
reality colonising and erasing the bodies, agency and autonomy of women and children, while
asserting men’s rights to bodily intrusion into every social and personal space. The transgender
agenda redefines diversity and inclusion utilising the language of victimhood. In a complete
reversal of feminist gender critical analyses, sex and gender are redefined: identity is now called
‘innate’ (a ‘feeling’ located somewhere in the body) and biological sex is said to be socially
constructed (and hence changeable). This ensures a lifetime of drug dependency for
transitioners, thereby delivering vast profits for Big Pharma in a capitalist dream. Everyone,
including every trans person, has the right to live freely without discrimination. But the
transgender movement has been hijacked by misogynists who are appropriating and inverting
the struggles of feminism to deliver an agenda devoid of feminist principles.
In a chilling twist, when feminists critique the patriarchal status quo, it is now they who are
alleged to be extremists for not allowing men’s interests to control the political narrative.
Institutions whose purpose is to defend human rights now interpret truth speech as hate speech,
and endorse the no-platforming of women as ethical. This brave, truthful and eye-opening book
does not shirk from the challenge of meeting the politics of liberalism and transgender rights
head on. Everyone who cares about the future of women’s and children’s rights must read it. The
micro-politics and the macro-politics of identity interact to form one of the most misogynistic
expressions of patriarchy in recent times under the guise of equality, diversity, and inclusion.
PB 9781925950229 £12.95 September 2020 Spinifex Press 130 pages
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Trigger Warning - My Lesbian Feminist Life
Sheila Jeffreys
Both an engaging autobiography and a fascinating account of feminist history. From the heady
days of the Women’s Liberation Movement through to the backlash against radical feminism as
neoliberal laissez-faire attitudes took hold. Fast forward to the current re-examination of
feminism in light of the #MeToo movement and an emerging new wave of radical feminism.
Sheila Jeffreys’ bold account makes it clear that the feminism and lesbianism she has championed
for decades is needed more than ever.
With honesty and frankness, she tells of victories and setbacks in her unrelenting commitment
to women’s freedom from men’s violence, especially the violence inherent in pornography and
prostitution. We also learn what her steadfastness has cost her in terms of personal and
professional rewards. The book places radical feminism within a cultural, social, and intellectual
context while also taking us on a personal journey. Sheila Jeffreys has tirelessly crossed the globe
to advance radical feminist theory and practice and we are invited to share in the intellectual and
political crossroads she has encountered during her life. Accessible yet detailed and rigorous, this
landmark volume is essential reading for everyone who has ever wondered what radical
feminism really is.
PB 9781925950205 £19.95 August 2020 Spinifex Press 240 pages

Feminist Acts - Branching Out Magazine and the Making of Canadian
Feminism
Tessa Jordan, Eleanor Wachtel
The history of Branching Out, Canada's first national second-wave feminist magazine, is the story
of an upstart publication from the prairies that was read from coast to coast. It is also a story of
political activism and community building. When it ceased publication in 1980, Branching Out
had reached more readers than any similar periodical.
Feminist Acts is an in-depth examination of feminist publishing, written to bring more Canadian
voices into conversations about women's cultural production. A vital text of recuperation, the
book draws on first-hand accounts from women who were there. It is a must-read for anyone
interested in feminist activism, gender studies, Canadian cultural history, or publishing history.
PB 9781772124842 £29.99 September 2019 University of Alberta Press 312 pages

Gender Violence in Australia - Historical Perspectives
Edited by Alana Piper, Ana Stevenson
In 2015, the Australian federal government proclaimed that violence against women had become
a national crisis. Despite widespread social and economic advances in the status of women since
the 1970s, including growing awareness and action around gender violence, its prevalence
remains alarming. A third of all women in Australia have been assaulted physically; a fifth of all
women have been assaulted sexually. Intimate partner violence is significantly more prevalent
in Australia than in Western Europe or North America.
One woman each week is murdered by an intimate partner, and recent research suggests that
nearly forty per cent of all women who suicide have a history of domestic or family violence.
Domestic violence is a precipitating factor in a third of all homelessness. The resulting strain on
government services and lost productivity means that family violence has been estimated as
costing the Australian economy around $13.6 billion a year. The histories presented in this
collection indicate exactly where these violent behaviours come from and how they have been
rationalised over time, offering an important resource for addressing what amounts to a
widespread, persistent, and urgent social problem.
PB 9781925835304 £23.99 July 2019 Monash University Publishing 272 pages
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In Defence of Separatism
Susan Hawthorne
In Defence of Separatism is a timely book. When it was first written in 1976, although it was an
important subject of conversation among many feminists, it was not welcomed by academics or
publishers. When a political group wants to strategize with one another so that its members can
arrive at agreed-on political tactics and ideas, they call for, and create, separate spaces. These
might be in coffee shops, in community centres, in one another’s homes or in semi-public spaces
such as workers clubs, even cinemas.
When the proletariat was rebelling, they did not ask the capitalists and aristocracy to join them
... when the civil rights movement started it was not thanks to the ideas and politics of white
people ... when the women’s liberation movement sprang into life, it was women joining
together to fight against their oppression. The difference is that women are supposed to love
men.
Through careful argument, Susan Hawthorne takes us through the ideas which are central to her
argument. She analyses the nature of power, oppression, domination, and institutions and
applies these to heterosexuality, rape, and romantic love. She concludes with a call for women,
all women no matter their sexuality, to have separate spaces so they can work together to change
the world and end patriarchy. This 2019 edition includes a Preface and commentary that brings
the reader up to date on current controversies in feminist theory.
PB 9781925950045 £12.95 October 2019 Spinifex Press 112 pages

Past Caring? Women, Work and Emotion
Edited by Barbara Brookes, Jane McCabe, Angela Wanhalla
Are women past caring? Care is essential to social relationships and individual well-being. It is
woven into New Zealand’s key social institutions, such as the family, and is also embedded in
societal expectations around state provision of health and welfare. Care is so vital, in fact, that it
is often taken for granted and goes unnoticed and unrewarded. Historical and philosophical
enquiry have largely ignored the issue of care, yet it raises profound questions about gender,
justice and morality.
The essays in this volume raise those questions directly – at the level of abstraction where
prominent New Zealand women philosophers grappled with the political implications, and on
the ground at the level of family relationships. Understanding the history of care requires
attention to personal narratives, such as a Māori grandmother’s story, a Rarotongan leader’s
concept of duty to her people, or the sense of service that drove a long-term social worker.
Memories of childhood night-time care are carried across the ocean from Northeast India.
The depiction of sole-carer mothers in New Zealand film suggests a ‘caring’ alternative to the
celebrated concept of ‘man alone.’ The case studies examined focus on the everyday nature of
care operating across domestic, institutional, and political spaces, and build upon areas of
strength in women’s history with its interest in family, motherhood, health, welfare, education,
and employment.
The foundations of Past Caring? lie with Making Women Visible, a national conference on
women’s history held at the University of Otago in February 2016. This important volume opens
up a set of perspectives and experiences of caring to begin a conversation about urgent questions
facing New Zealand society. How do we recognise, reward, and do justice to those acts that hold
our society together?
PB 9781988531342 £20.99 May 2019 Otago University Press 286 pages
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Pioneer Women
Edited by Sarah Ell
The first two books in The NZ Series give a new take on New Zealand society, history, science,
and geography. Here is a snappily designed and fact-packed collection for intermediate and highschool age readers.
Pioneer Women captures the experiences of European women who settled in New Zealand in
the nineteenth century, while Volcanoes and Earthquakes probes and profiles the natural forces
that shape our country.
PB 9780947506599 £23.99 July 2019 Oratia Books 100 pages

The Anatomy of Silence
Cyra Perry Dougherty
Before #MeToo, there was silence. Let's talk about that silence. This is a collection of voices
speaking out loud -- often for the first time -- about what it means to stay silent, to be silenced,
and to break the silence that surrounds sexual violence.
About how we are all complicit in creating that silence. It offers an unflinching account of how a
culture of shame perpetuates a culture of violence against our bodies -- and reflects on what it
would take to create a world in which that silence -- once broken -- stays broken.
PB 9781912157105 £16.99 March 2019 Red Press Ltd 226 pages

Winning for Women - A Personal Story
Iola Mathews
What was it like to be involved in the heady days of 'second wave' feminism in Australia, when
the role of women at home and at work changed decisively? Iola Mathews was one of the
founders of the Women's Electoral Lobby, a journalist at The Age, and later a leading ACTU
advocate for women workers during the 'Accord' with the Hawke-Keating Government. She was
one of the first generation of women trying to 'have it all' with a career and children.
In this honest and revealing memoir, she takes us inside the day-to-day groundwork required to
bring about reforms in areas like affirmative action, equal pay, superannuation, childcare,
parental leave, and work-family issues. This is an important record of a pivotal time for women
in Australia's history. Iola brings wisdom and experience to it, reflecting on where we are today,
with suggestions for further change. Winning for Women is a vital source for policy makers and
all those interested in women, work, and families.
PB 9781925835151 £19.99 May 2019 Monash University Publishing 344 pages

Women As Wombs - Reproductive Technologies and the Battle over Women’s
Freedom
Janice G Raymond
Leading feminist ethicist Janice Raymond’s scathing analysis of high-tech biomedical
reproductive techniques contributes ground-breaking insights into the raging debate over
reproductive technology and its ethical, legal, and political implications.
Raymond asserts that far from being liberatory issues of ‘choice,’ these techniques -- including
in vitro fertilization, surrogacy, and sex selection -- are a threat to women’s basic human rights.
PB 9781925581874 £17.95 May 2019 Spinifex Press 266 pages
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Women and Politics in Southeast Asia - Navigating a Man's World
Edited by Theresa W. Devasahayam
This book aims to contribute to the discourse on women and politics in Southeast Asia. The
chapters, covering Indonesia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Timor-Leste, and Singapore, analyse the
asymmetrical power relationships between the sexes and how power differentials between men
and women play out in the realm of politics are a reflection of the power contestations women
face with men in other spheres of everyday life. Each chapter seeks to ask a different question in
terms of where women viz. men stand in the political landscape of their countries, in an effort to
answer the question of Where are the women in the gender trope in Asian politics. While the
chapters are primarily empirical as they delve into the challenges, contradictions and conflicts
Southeast Asian women encounter, the main assertion is that women’s struggles in the realm of
politics are a result of having to operate within power structures created principally by men,
thereby producing barriers for women to enter politics, on the one hand, and to increase their
numbers and widen their sphere of influence, on the other. Recognizing that Asian politics is
dominated by men, the question of how women have negotiated a value system that is
inherently male-centred and male-controlled is also discussed. The implicit narrative
demonstrated in this book is that the political arena should not be considered in isolation from
other arenas but instead is essentially a mirror of other arenas -- whether the home, workplace,
nation, and/or global spaces -- each marked by power contestations between men and women
and having a spill-over effect on the other, as well as shaping women’s experiences in the
political realm.
PB 9781845199944 £25.00 August 2019 Sussex Academic Press 180 pages

Women Mean Business - Colonial Businesswomen in New Zealand
Catherine Bishop
From Kaitaia in Northland to Oban on Stewart Island, New Zealand’s nineteenth-century towns
were full of entrepreneurial women. Contrary to what we might expect, colonial women were
not only wives and mothers or domestic servants. A surprising number ran their own businesses,
supporting themselves and their families, sometimes in productive partnership with husbands,
but in other cases compensating for a spouse’s incompetence, intemperance, absence – or all
three. The pages of this book overflow with the stories of hard-working milliners and
dressmakers, teachers, boarding-house keepers and laundresses, colourful publicans,
brothelkeepers and travelling performers, along with the odd taxidermist, bootmaker and
butcher – and Australasia’s first woman chemist. Then, as now, there was no ‘typical’
businesswoman. They were middle and working class; young and old; Māori and Pākehā single,
married, widowed and sometimes bigamists. Their businesses could be wild successes or dismal
failures, lasting just a few months or a lifetime. In this fascinating and entertaining book, awardwinning historian Dr Catherine Bishop showcases many of the individual businesswomen whose
efforts, collectively, contributed so much to the making of urban life in New Zealand.
PB 9781988531762 £23.00 October 2019 Otago University Press 400 pages

Damsels in Design - Women Pioneers in the Automotive Industry, 1939-1959
Constance Smith
In the mid-1950s, an innovative group of women at General Motors (dubbed the Damsels of
Design by marketers) and their counterparts at Ford, Hudson, Studebaker, Packard, and Tucker
changed automotive history forever. Read the untold story of the women who excelled in the
Mad Men era of automobile and industrial design. Recruited by top CEOs at automotive
companies, they developed many of the products we take for granted today. Learn about Helene
Rother, who designed the instrument panel, hardware, and seat construction for mid-century
Cadillacs; Elizabeth Thatcher Oros, the first female trained in industrial design; and discover the
history behind the child safety seat latch and car doors with lights. An extraordinary story of
exceptional women, Damsels in Design sheds light on those who have too long been in the
shadows.
HB 9780764354359 £33.99 February 2018 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 192 pages
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Women Now - The Legacy of Female Suffrage
Edited by Dr Bronwyn Labrum
It’s 125 years since New Zealand women won the right to vote. But the battle for the right to so
much else is ongoing. This first volume in the Te Papa ‘Thinking About’ series brings together
provocative, insightful, and energetically argued essays by 12 leading New Zealand writers and
thinkers, based around objects from Te Papa’s collection. Sandra Coney, Holly Walker, Barbara
Brookes, Tina Makereti, Sue Bradford, Morgan Godfery, Golriz Ghahraman, Dame Fiona Kidman,
Ben Schrader, Charlotte MacDonald, Grace Taylor, and Megan Whelan examine how New
Zealand women have fared since 1893.
HB 9780994146007 £26.99 September 2018 Te Papa Press 208 pages

Women of a Certain Age
Edited by Jodie Moffat, Maria Scoda, Susan Laura Sullivan
Anne Aly, Liz Byrski, Sarah Drummond, Mehreen Faruqi, Goldie Goldbloom, Krissy Kneen, Jeanine
Leane, Brigid Lowry and Pat Mamanyjun Torres are among fifteen voices recounting what it is
like to be a woman on the other side of 40. These are stories of identity and survival, and a
celebration of getting older and wiser, and becoming more certain of who you are and where
you want to be.
PB 9781925591149 £18.99 February 2018 Fremantle Press 208 pages

I'm 30, Now What?!
Ky-Lee Hanson
I’m 30, Now What?! is a discovery through the perception of women born between 1977-1987.
We were the first generation to have vast choices around education, career, and our role in the
household. We were able to stumble off the traditional path, and survive. This book is a heavy,
controversial eye-opener, while also being a tool for healing, growth, owning your power, and
embracing choice. A guide to becoming unguided and unapologetic before she turns 40!
PB 9781988736150 £18.99 October 2017 Golden Brick Road Publishing 244 pages

Polly Plum: A Firm & Earnest Woman’s Advocate - Mary Ann Colclough 18361885
Jenny Coleman
A biography of one of New Zealand’s earliest feminists, Mary Ann Colclough, whose publicly
voiced opinions saw her described in the nineteenth century as ‘our own little stray strap of a
modern female fanatic.’ English-born Mary Ann Barnes came to New Zealand in 1857, and soon
gained notoriety for her outspokenness on issues relating to women’s position in society. A
teacher and also a journalist for the Daily Southern Cross and the Weekly News under the nom
de plume ‘Polly Plum’, she also engaged in public debates through the letters to the editor
columns, undeterred by becoming ‘the best abused woman in New Zealand in the present day’.
In this fine biography, Jenny Coleman argues that Mary Ann Colclough’s contribution to the
women’s movement in nineteenth-century New Zealand is at least equal to that of Kate
Sheppard. A good two decades ahead of the organised women’s movement, ‘Polly Plum’ began
politicising women by writing about the realities of their daily lives, what needed to change and
how. Coleman here reclaims Mary Ann Colclough’s place in New Zealand’s feminist history by
bringing her life and contributions to a wider audience.
PB 9780947522476 £22.99 June 2017 Otago University Press 296 pages
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S/He - Sex & Gender in Hispanic Cultures
Edited by Debra D Andrist
Hierarchies and disparities based on sex and gender have characterized nearly all hominid
societies over almost the entire world of cultures since time immemorial. Nearly without
exception, those disparities have created a hierarchy of male over female. Languages reflect that.
For example, in the English language, the word for the fe/male sex is based on the word male;
man is the root for wo/man; and indeed man is generally considered the generic for all members
of the species. Spanish, on the other hand, does differentiate hombre from mujer, but the
masculine is still considered the root and the generic. For the purposes of S/HE: Sex & Gender in
Hispanic Worlds, sex refers to biological differences, i.e., reproductive organs and secondary
sexual characteristics, which are perceived as oppositional yet collaborative, in the propagation
of the species. Gender, on the other hand, refers to culturally specific expectations and/or
stereotypes in terms of an individual’s or group’s self (re)presentation and/or behaviours. The
main title, S/HE, is a nod to the arguably-gender-neutral third-person singular pronoun from the
1960s inclusive English-language movement in the United States, which was concurrent with
equal rights movements in terms of race, ethnicity, sex, and gender. This book focuses on sex
and gender issues in the Hispanic worlds, paying homage to all who do not fit within the strict
parameters of previous definitions by including broadened descriptions of identity, both
biological and social, and by highlighting aspects of traditional and non-traditional lifestyles as
portrayed in art and literature.
HB 9781845198909 £70.00 October 2017 Sussex Academic Press 320 pages

Shipload of Women’s Memories - Narratives Across Borders
Ann-Dorte Christensen, Marit Benthe Norheim
This book is based on 18 life stories as told by women over the age of 70 with roots in 27 different
countries. Each story is analysed as a unique account of individual experiences with strength,
pain, and love. The stories are, at the same time, a source of knowledge about major events in
society over the past decades where flight, migration and encounters between different cultures
have been a condition of life for many. Visual artist Marit Benthe Norheim’s project, Lifeboats, is
the framework for this book, which consists of three sailing sculptures that symbolise different
stages in women’s lives: Longing -- the young about to set out in life; Life -- the pregnant in midlife; Memories -- the ageing. It is the third boat and its 19 figureheads that this book is linked to.
The narratives of the figureheads hold the common message -- in spite of their differences -- to
remember the past and to use those experiences to promote openness and tolerance.
HB 9788771126006 £23.00 January 2017 Aalborg University Press 159 pages

Surrogacy - A Human Rights Violation
Renate Klein
Surrogacy is heavily promoted by the stagnating IVF industry which seeks new markets for
women over 40, and gay men who believe they have a 'right' to their own children and 'family
foundation'. Pro-surrogacy groups in rich countries such as Australia and Western Europe lobby
for the shift to commercial surrogacy. Their capitalist neo-liberal argument is that a wellregulated fertility industry would avoid the exploitative practices of poor countries.
In Surrogacy: A Human Rights Violation Renate Klein details her objections to surrogacy by
examining the short- and long-term harms done to the so-called surrogate mothers, egg
providers and the female partner in a heterosexual commissioning couple. The author also looks
at the rights of children and compares surrogacy to (forced) adoption practices. She concludes
that surrogacy, whether so-called altruistic or commercial, can never be ethical and outlines
forms of resistance to Stop Surrogacy Now.
PB 9781925581034 £12.95 December 2017 Spinifex Press
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Digital Divas - Putting the Wow into Computing for Girls
Annemieke Craig, Julie Fisher, Helen Forgasz, Catherine Lang, Amber McLeod
As is well documented, there is a distinct under-representation of girls studying computing at
high school level and, correspondingly, going on to have careers in IT. To address this problem,
in 2007 the authors of this book, with backgrounds in secondary teaching or IT, trialled a new
and revolutionary program in schools: 'Digital Divas'.
Based on the idea that it was possible to change girls' perceptions of IT careers with educationally
sound materials that tapped into their interests, and that were delivered in all-girl classes within
the school curriculum, the Digital Divas program was a great success.
In Digital Divas: Putting the Wow into Computing for Girls, Fischer, Lang, Craig and Forgasz
recount what they did and how they did it, and reflect on the significance of this program, which
has indisputably led to an increased self-sufficiency with IT amongst girls, challenged stereotyped
understandings of IT as a male activity, and increased the pursuit of IT careers by young women.
PB 9781922235862 £26.99 January 2016 Monash University Publishing 208 pages

Contract Children - Questioning Surrogacy
Daniela Danna
Surrogate motherhood is expanding all over the world. Debates rage over how public policy
should consider the signing away of the parental rights of birth mothers in favor of a
'commissioning' couple or an individual.
In this book, Daniela Danna describes the situation in English-speaking countries and worldwide,
from California to Greece, presenting the legal alternatives regulating (or not) these peculiar
exchanges. Should surrogacy remain a private agreement? Should it be treated as an enforceable
contract? Are surrogate mother’s workers? What happens inside the countries that have chosen
different ways of handling this new and controversial matter? And the most important question
of all: How can we live in this era of new techno-medical possibilities and try to stay human? Can
we resist commodification in the field of human relations concerning procreation?
Contract Children discusses the different ways available to obtain a child through surrogate
motherhood. It is fundamental reading for anyone wanting to be involved in the surrogacy
process. It gives prospective surrogate mothers and infertile couples the background information
necessary for their own informed decision. It is also an essential instrument for policy makers
and activists in the field of women´s rights, social justice, and children´s rights. The question of
how to publicly deal with surrogate motherhood touches upon our social vision of motherhood,
ultimately marking the position of women in contemporary society.
PB 9783838207605 £25.99 October 2015 Ibidem Press/Ibidem-Verlag 200 pages
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Reyes Calderón’s Lola MacHor Series - A Conservative Feminist Approach to
Modern Spain
Jeffrey Oxford
In spite of the fact that detective fiction has been the most popular genre utilised by Spanish
authors over the last thirty or so years, the female detective has appeared in such works on
relatively rare occasions. Less frequent are Spanish female authors of detective fiction who
employ a female detective as their main character. One author who has broken this stereotype
is Reyes Calderón, with her female juez de instrucción (examining magistrate), originally created
because the author was convinced that one popular, female, main character detective that did
exist was simply "a man who was wearing a skirt" (interview with author). With the creation of
her Basque character who, over the series, evolves from law-school professor to member of the
Spanish Supreme Court, Calderón is able to "design a normal woman who confronts abnormal
situations" (interview with author). Through such, Reyes Calderón aptly portrays both how far
Spanish women have come since the days/restrictions of the Franco dictatorship but yet how
remnants of conservative thought still pervade their mindset. She thus uses the most popular of
genres to make a myriad of cultural observations concerning her native country and the women
of "her generation". This book focuses on the female detective in Hispanic literature; the Lola
MacHor Series, where via the main character Lola, Calderón is conducting a cultural studies
experiment/explanation of modern-day Spain; concomitant issues of characterisation and
Calderón's debt to Naturalism; Spanish novel writing and narrative style; and the pervading
conservative/feminist dichotomy as it transpires in Spanish social commentary and moralising.
HB 9781845196462 £35.00 January 2015 Sussex Academic Press 224 pages

Seven Czech Women - Portraits of Courage, Humanism & Enlightenment
Josette Baer, Karel Boruvka
This engaging and insightful book is the first historical study in English portraying the lives and
fates of Czech women. The seven life stories, ranging from the late 19th century to the present
day, expose the often-cruel political history of Bohemia (19th century), the Czech lands in
Czechoslovakia (20th century), and the Czech Republic (20th-21st century) through the eyes of
prominent women whose acts and deeds on behalf of their fellow citizens remain unforgotten in
the Czech collective mind. The three chapters and four oral history interviews offer a captivating
insight into how the situation of Czech women in society has changed during a most eventful
period of history. This book has been preceded by a first volume on Slovak women (ISBN
9783838206387) whose lives have been of the same singular importance for Slovakia as their
Czech counterparts were for their country. The two volumes are separate entities in their own
right, but together provide the reader with a comprehensive picture of women's lives in the
Czech lands and Slovakia, stressing the distinct political circumstances Czech and Slovak women
have faced in recent history.
PB 9783838206400 £21.99 October 2015 Ibidem Press/Ibidem-Verlag 284 pages

Seven Slovak Women - Portraits of Courage, Humanism & Enlightenment
Josette Baer, Jan Foltin
This engaging and insightful book is the first historical study in English portraying the lives and
fates of Slovak women. The seven life stories, ranging from the late 19th century to the present
day, expose the often-cruel political history of Slovakia through the eyes of prominent women
whose acts and deeds on behalf of their fellow citizens remain unforgotten in the Slovak
collective mind. The four chapters and three oral history interviews offer a captivating insight
into how the situation of Slovak women in society has changed during a most eventful period of
history. This book will be complemented by a second volume on Czech women whose lives have
been of the same singular importance for the Czech lands as their Slovak counterparts were for
their country. The two volumes are separate entities in their own right, but together provide the
reader with a comprehensive picture of women's lives in the Czech lands and Slovakia, stressing
the distinct political circumstances Czech and Slovak women have faced in recent history.
PB 9783838206387 £22.99 March 2015 Ibidem Press/Ibidem-Verlag 218 Pages
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