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New Titles & Bestsellers
American Rocketman
Robert C Truax
Imagine Huckleberry Finn grew up to be a Jack Kerouac character, but instead of wandering
aimlessly in search of a purpose he joined the military and decided he wanted to be Flash
Gordon...read on. This is the life-story of Robert C. Truax - a story that could only have happened
in the United States of America.
Told entirely in his own words American Rocketman takes the reader on a trip through the 20th
century -- from the hardships of pioneering on the frontier of the American West, to the Final
Frontier. Robert Truax grew up shoeless, living in a log cabin built entirely by his father and
mother using only basic tools and their bare hands. His story of dauntless entrepreneurialism,
duty to his country and creative genius epitomizes the American spirit. Big dreams and big
accomplishments are tempered by the roadblocks put in the way of reaching for the stars.
If you ever wondered who really proposed the United States’ Space Force; or who designed the
biggest rocket ever conceived; or who came up with the critical components that made the Space
Shuttle engines work; or who outcompeted Robert Goddard, the inventor of the liquid fuelled
rocket -- read on. From abject poverty, to leading the team that brought the United States some
of its most important Cold War missile deterrents, to the hi-jinks of trying to launch daredevil
Evel Knievel across a massive river canyon in front of a live TV audience, Truax navigates the
reader through his remarkable life of adventure with his own personal brand of humour and
optimism.
PB 9781989044155 £31.99 March 2021 Apogee Books 270 pages

Apollo Memories
W David Carrier
Apollo Memories is the personal memoir of Dr W. David Carrier, one of the scientists who
prepared the Apollo astronauts to do science on another world. Dr. Carrier was responsible for
the development and performance of lunar soil experiments in support of the Apollo program at
the NASA Manned Spacecraft Center in Houston. His activities included astronaut training, design
of lunar surface experiments, and laboratory testing of returned lunar soil.
It was Dr. Carrier who told Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin how deep they were going to sink into
the lunar surface. He was a member of the science support team in Mission Control and a
member of the Lunar Sample Preliminary Examination Team in the Lunar Receiving Laboratory
during each of the Apollo missions. In Apollo Memories, using his own words and some of the
most famous photographs ever taken, Dr. Carrier takes the reader back to the heady days of the
first manned lunar explorations and puts the science into context.
Although 400,000 people worked on the Apollo program only a select few were given the
opportunity to directly work with the astronauts to prepare them for mankind’s greatest
adventure. Dr. Carrier earned that opportunity. Includes dozens of photographs of Dr Carrier's
work on Apollo as well as some of the most famous images in history (in colour and some
anaglyphs) explained by the man who asked them to be taken. (Book comes with red/blue
glasses)
PB 9781989044117 £33.99 September 2020 Apogee Books 144 pages
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Astronomy & Space
Apollo on the Moon in Perspective
Ronald A Wells
Book & DVD-ROM. The Apollo lunar surface photos are a national treasure, scenes which should
be seen by everyone through the eyes of the photographers. Fortunately, with the aid of modern
computer software many of the photos can be so viewed in 3D. The book includes over 150 pages
of 3D anaglyphs created painstakingly by the author. Also included in this glossy book is a
Foreword by Dr Harrison Schmitt of Apollo 17, a DVD-ROM which includes over 500 3D anaglyphs
from the Apollo lunar photography and a pair of anaglyphic cyan/red viewing glasses.
PB 9781926837413 £27.99 January 2019 Apogee Books 152 pages

Apollo Program Development Plan
Edited by Robert Godwin
It has been said that the Apollo Program was the greatest human achievement since the
construction of the pyramids in Egypt. It was certainly one of the greatest achievements of
modern times. But how was this miracle accomplished? Superficially, Apollo was the culmination
of less than a decade of work by the greatest scientific and engineering minds anywhere in the
world, but it was also an astonishing logistical and management achievement.
Before President Kennedy was elected to office, military planners on both sides of the Cold War
were convinced that the moon might represent the ultimate safe haven for military assets. If an
enemy was to launch a first strike, whoever controlled the moon would always have the last
word. With the goal of ensuring that safeguard, the US Army, and the US Air Force began making
plans for going to the moon long before NASA was even created. However, President Eisenhower
chose to put America’s space program in the hands of a civilian agency and the military moon
program ended. Three years later, when President Kennedy announced his nation’s goal of
landing men on the moon, the sheer scope of the task required more than just scientists and
engineers, it required men and women who were used to planning on a scale rarely seen outside
of military conflict. It would also require the requisitioning of many of those old military assets,
from ships, to tracking systems, to contractors. USAF Four Star General Samuel C Phillips would
sit astride of the colossal program named Apollo and with the aid of nearly half a million of his
fellow citizens would achieve the seemingly impossible. This book contains the entire plan, as it
was summarised for a very limited number of people who were highly placed in the
organisational structure. This rarely seen document is reproduced here in its entirety and spells
out how the greatest logistical program of the 20th century was achieved.
PB 9781926592305 £24.99 February 2018 Apogee Books 220 pages

Apollo Spacecraft New Reference - Command & Service Module
Apogee Books
The Ultra Rare and Coveted Apollo News Reference Manuals. These books have become
legendary amongst the space collecting fraternity and have been known to sell at auction for as
much as $6,000 for the pair. Each book comes with an accurate replica of the original 1960's
cover and the pages are set out in the same sequence as the original. Hundreds of pages of indepth detail about the Apollo spacecraft in the exact words of the contractors who built them.
Along with the companion Command Module book the chapters include: Crew Systems, Displays
and Controls, Docking, Earth Landing, Electrical Power, Environmental Control, Launch Escape,
Reaction Control, Service Propulsion, Stabilization & Control, Telecommunications, Guidance &
Navigation, Space Suit, Automatic Checkout Equipment, Kennedy Space Center Operations,
Training Equipment, Test & Reliability, Manufacturing, Launch Vehicles, Mission Description,
Crew Personal Equipment, Propulsion, Electrical Power, Lighting, PLSS, LM Anatomy, Biographies
and not least the exciting chapter on LM Derivatives. The what-ifs of the Apollo program.
PB 9781926837079 £23.99 June 2011 Apogee Books 140 pages

Gazelle Book Services Ltd /+44(0) 1524 528500 / sales@gazellebookservices.co.uk / www.gazellebookservices.co.uk
2

Disasters in Space - Stories from the US-Soviet Space Race and Beyond
Hermann Woydt, Motorbuch
The journey into space is a dangerous one, and although some aspects of space travel seem to
be routine it still takes humanity to the limits of what is technically possible. It is an environment
that forgives no mistake, and where carelessness usually has fatal consequences.
This book records more than a dozen American and Soviet space disasters from 1967 to the
present day. Presented are tragic and near tragic missions such as NASA’s Gemini 6A and 8,
Apollo 1 and 13, the Challenger and Columbia space shuttle disasters, as well as the Soviets’
Soyuz 1, 11, and 18-1, and more. The concise and detailed history is presented along with rare
photographs, transcripts of mission conversations, as well as detailed timelines.
HB 9780764356179 £1.99 October 2018 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 144 pages

Father of Canadian Astronautics - The Life of Dr Philip A Lapp, OC
Edited by Peter R Frise, Robert Godwin
On 4 October 1957, the science of astronautics was thrust into the limelight when the first
artificial satellite went into orbit around the Earth. Politicians around the world scrambled to
catch up and understand the significance of this enormous achievement. At that time most of
Canada's top engineers were employed by such stalwart companies as De Havilland, Canadair,
and A V Roe Aircraft. However, the flight of Sputnik opened up a frontier which required a new
breed of visionary missile-men. Men such as Phil Lapp. Working from within De Havilland's newly
formed missile division, Lapp immediately recognised the new world that was opening up in
Sputnik's wake. Within a few weeks of that momentous event he organised a meeting of his
fellow engineers to inaugurate a "Canadian Astronautical Society" at the De Havilland factory in
Downsview Ontario.
This meeting heralded the birth of Canada's space program. This book takes the reader on a
journey from Dr Lapp's humble beginnings in Toronto to the end of his life when he earned
Canada's highest civilian award, the Order of Canada. Related in his own words he explains what
led to Canada becoming one of the most respected forces in the world of astronautics. From the
Avro Arrow, the Alouette Satellite, the birth of Direct- TV, to the Canadarm and Radarsat, Phil
Lapp's story is an extraordinary tale of a unique man working in a historic time, meticulously
related from his own uniquely Canadian perspective.
PB 9781926837376 £21.99 December 2016 Apogee Books 280 pages

Foreword to Spaceflight
Michael L Ciancone
Foreword to Spaceflight provides a long-anticipated update to Michael L. Ciancone’s acclaimed
book The Literary Legacy of the Space Age. This update offers a unique resource for book
collectors and historians alike through hundreds of annotated entries that identify books
published before Sputnik on what the author refers to as speculative non-fiction related to the
use of rockets for spaceflight. It contains entries for titles published in Danish, Dutch, English,
French, German, Italian, Norwegian, Spanish, Swedish and Russian. Most notable in this edition
is the inclusion of colourful images of the covers of many of the entries. In addition, the author
(along with Prof. Asif Siddiqi, the world’s foremost authority on Soviet spaceflight history) has
provided a unique Annex of Russian titles published in the former USSR.
PB 9781989044025 £32.99 June 2018 Apogee Books 154 pages
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Gemini 8 - The NASA Mission Reports
Apogee Books
The sixth manned Gemini mission was to be the first to emphatically prove that two spacecraft
could meet and join in space. The task of pulling off this important flight was given to two of
NASA's brightest recruits - David Scott and Neil Armstrong. Both men had worked for years in the
test-pilot arena and both were highly skilled engineers. A high level of confidence pervaded the
team at NASA's Manned Spaceflight Center because only a few months earlier they had
successfully placed two Gemini spacecraft into orbit and brought them within a few feet of each
other. The crew of Gemini 7 had then gone on to spend days in the cramped confines of the
Gemini spacecraft with no long-term effects. Now it was the turn of Gemini 8 to chase down an
unmanned target vehicle known as Agena. Once the two orbits were precisely matched
Command Pilot Neil Armstrong would then gradually nudge the Gemini into position, and with
some skill, and years of pre-flight work, he would be able to dock the two together. No one had
ever done this before and the entire future of NASA's plans to get to the moon were riding on
his ability to complete the mission. What no one knew was that a minor fault had been hiding
away in the miles of wiring inside the Gemini spacecraft waiting to spring the worst kind of
surprise on the unsuspecting crew and the team back on the ground. Neil Armstrong and David
Scott would have to prove that their years of training supported by nerves of steel could
overcome this unforeseen obstacle and get them home safely. included with this book is a DVDROM featuring video, audio, and documents from the mission of Gemini 8.
PB 9781989044056 £30.99 January 2019 Apogee Books 386 pages

Go for Launch - An Illustrated History of Cape Canaveral
Joel W Powell, Art LeBrun
From the first Bumper V-2 launch in1950 to the Atlas V vehicles of today, over 55 years of Cape
Canaveral history is captured in this exhaustive collection of photographs celebrating the
development and evolution of one of space exploration's most famous and significant facilities.
Detailed maps and historical aerial photographs reveal the famous launch complexes and basic
infrastructure of this storied base, while missile and rocket tests are featured in never-beforeseen images with descriptive captions. The bustling daily activity of thousands of employees at
the Cape is captured in pictures, providing an unprecedented behind-the-scenes look at
America's rocket launches. The book includes information on the current generation of space
launch vehicles, trivia on various rockets and satellites that have flown out of Cape Canaveral and
also provides anecdotes about America's first spaceport.
PB 9781926592138 £28.99 September 2010 Apogee Books 320 pages

Here Be Dragons - The Rise of SpaceX & the Journey to Mars
Stewart Money
This is the story of SpaceX. In the pre-dawn hours of 22 May 2012, a conventional looking rocket
lifted off from Cape Canaveral on what was only its third flight. Yet it was carrying a spacecraft
to conduct history's first commercial mission to the International Space Station, and along with
it, America's best chance to restore its space-faring capability. The total taxpayer cost for
developing the rocket and the spacecraft, including its previous flights, was $396 million, a
fraction of the amount NASA had spent on any comparable project. For Elon Musk and SpaceX
Exploration Technologies Corp, a company founded only a decade earlier, it was a stunning
accomplishment, yet it was only one stop on a journey which leads all the way to Mars. From its
earliest trials and near disaster on the remote Pacific atoll of Kwajalein to four successful missions
to the International Space Station, Here Be Dragons vividly details the first era of SpaceX. Set
against a national space program in complete disarray at the end of the Shuttle era, it is also the
story of a unique public/ private partnership with NASA, one that holds the promise of a new era
of space exploration. For anyone who has ever looked to the small, ruddy planet in the night sky
and felt its inexorable pull, it may also be the story of something much greater, the opening act
in one of the most significant developments in human history, the founding of a second branch
of human civilisation... on Mars.
PB 9781926837338 £29.99 January 2014 Apogee Books 398 pages
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In Search of Ultimate Reality - Inside the Cosmologist’s Abyss
H. Chris Ransford
Is there such a thing as a fundamental reality, something which was around before our universe
came into existence and which will still remain when all matter, time, and space itself ultimately
disappear? Something fundamental which, in turn, can make space and time and matter arise
from seemingly nothing?
Under most cosmological and physical models, the last known remnants of reality are the
disembodied laws of mathematics -- beyond which it is extremely difficult to probe further. Using
contemporary physics, narrated at popular science level, Chris Ransford shows why full
nothingness -- a nothingness within which even the disembodied laws of mathematics would not
exist -- cannot possibly exist, and what most likely underpins and enables reality. This leads the
author to a few thoughts as to how such knowledge may be verified, and then deployed to
achieve a better alignment with reality.
PB 9783838213293 £20.00 September 2019 Ibidem Press/Ibidem-Verlag 158 pages

Manned Lunar Landing And Return
Robert Godwin
Even fifty years later there are still important stories waiting to be told about how humans first
walked on another world, such as the one in this book. Take a trip back to the 1950s when the
Chance Vought Company, builders of some of America's top fighter aircraft, were quietly figuring
out how to get men to the moon using something they called Project MALLAR. It is the story of a
team of engineers who built some of the most sophisticated space simulators in the world, where
almost all of the Mercury and Gemini astronauts learned the art of spaceflight. This same team
produced the first serious plan to use modular spacecraft and a technique called Lunar Orbit
Rendezvous to make it possible to get to the moon.
This book also reveals how for several years rocket genius Wernher von Braun overlooked his
own ideas, before having them reintroduced back to him because of Project MALLAR, and how
Vought's fighter aircraft weaved in and out of the Apollo story and then contributed to almost
every major airliner in the sky today. Included are rare illustrations, some from recently
declassified reports, of the earliest designs for the rockets and spacecraft that led to the greatest
technological achievement in human history. In Manned Lunar Landing And Return, Robert
Godwin takes the reader back to the time long before President Kennedy made his famous
proclamation to reach for the moon and reveals one critical thread in the trail of genius which
ended in the Sea of Tranquillity.
PB 9781926837420 £24.99 May 2019 Apogee Books 132 pages

No Stone Unturned
Donald A. Beattie
A boy growing up in America during the Great Depression of the 1930s -- ambitious, inquisitive,
blessed with endless energy -- had the world at his doorstep. Donald Beattie was such a boy. His
many careers took him to all 50 states and 40 countries, a saga of adventure, exploration and
discovery that will delight the old and fuel the dreams of the young.
Donald Beattie served in the United States Navy, worked for Mobil as a geologist, with NASA as
the same, and with the National Science Foundation in the field of energy. But that is just a taste.
This book will satisfy scientist and layman alike. It is both a tribute to his thousands of co-workers
and a memoir for his grandchildren. Its many photographs bring his stories vividly to life.
PB 9781926837185 £12.99 May 2011 Apogee Books 350 pages

Gazelle Book Services Ltd /+44(0) 1524 528500 / sales@gazellebookservices.co.uk / www.gazellebookservices.co.uk
5

Outpost in Orbit - A Pictorial & Verbal History of the Space Station
David J Shayler, Robert Godwin Edited by Gary Kitmacher
The story of the space station encompasses the efforts of thousands of people going back many
generations and hailing from many different countries. The concept of a space station seems to
have sprung forth fully formed in the mind of Edward Everett Hale in the summer of 1869. In his
short story "The Brick Moon" Hale concluded that an orbiting manned space station could
provide a totally new reference point which ships’ captains could use for navigation. Hale went
on to become the chaplain in the United States' Senate and in 2019 we will be celebrating the
sesquicentennial of his story. We will also be celebrating the 20th anniversary of the
extraordinary International Space Station. The International Space Station represents what can
happen when people from different backgrounds and different cultures come together with
parallel dreams and aspirations. The ISS exists because of Russian mathematicians, American
doctors, German scientists, Canadian engineers, British physicists, Japanese roboticists, Italian
mechanics swap any of the occupations with any of the nationalities (or almost any other) and it
still holds true. The list goes on and on. This truly astonishing feat of human ingenuity would not
exist without the contributions and insights of people from almost every walk of life going all the
way back to Isaac Newton. In this anniversary tribute the reader is taken through a pictorial
history of the space station which is unprecedented in its scope. Beginning with Hale it takes the
reader through over 100 space stations designed by American, Russians, German, and Brits
before taking you aboard the magnificent ISS using hundreds of pictures, many never published
before. This 320-page full colour book was created with the assistance of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration which provided unprecedented access to engineers,
managers, astronauts, and historians. Interviews were conducted with retirees and pioneers as
well as the principals from NASA, the Russian Space Agency, the European Space Agency, the
Canadian Space Agency, and the Japanese Space Agency to create a unique insight into the trials
and triumphs of working on the ISS. Featuring over 800 colour images running all the way from
Tsiolkovsky's designs in the early 20th century to the completed International Space Station.
PB 9781989044032 £42.99 October 2018 Apogee Books 320 pages

Project Apollo - The Early Years, 1960-1967
Eugen Reichl
The moon landing remains the most astonishing and impressive accomplishment of manned
space travel to this day. In July 1969, just eight years after President John F. Kennedy announced
the bold plan, the first astronaut set foot on another celestial body. While Project Apollo: The
Early Years covered the exciting developments from the first project drawings to the unmanned
first flight of the mighty Saturn V, this book covers the later years of the Apollo era, in all its
fascinating detail, including the test flights in Earth’s orbit; the first orbits of the moon; the
legendary Apollo 11 mission; the drama of Apollo 13; and Apollo 17, the last manned moon flight
in 1972. Experience this era through exciting accounts, radio transcripts, and impressive
photographs and diagrams.
HB 9780764351747 £18.99 October 2016 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 144 pages

Project Apollo - The Moon Landings, 1968-1972
Eugen Reichl
The moon landing remains the most astonishing and impressive accomplishment of manned
space travel to this day. In July 1969, just eight years after President John F. Kennedy announced
the bold plan, the first astronaut set foot on another celestial body. While Project Apollo: The
Early Years covered the exciting developments from the first project drawings to the unmanned
first flight of the mighty Saturn V, this book covers the later years of the Apollo era, in all its
fascinating detail, including the test flights in Earth’s orbit; the first orbits of the moon; the
legendary Apollo 11 mission; the drama of Apollo 13; and Apollo 17, the last manned moon flight
in 1972. Experience this era through exciting accounts, radio transcripts, and impressive
photographs and diagrams.
HB 9780764353758 £18.99 September 2017 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 144 pages
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Project Gemini
Eugen Reichl
In just two-and-a-half years, beginning in 1964, two unmanned and ten manned flights took place
in the Gemini program. This program was the turning point in the space race with the USSR; from
then on, the Americans took the lead. Flights lasting two weeks, into the Van Allen Belt, the first
extravehicular activities, rendezvous manoeuvres and docking with other spacecraft - all of this
was achieved by Gemini, paving the way for the more demanding moon landing program. It was
not all success, however. Like almost every significant undertaking, Project Gemini also had its
dramas and tragedies. All Project Gemini missions are discussed, including details on all craft and
the astronauts involved. Superb colour, archival images, cutaways, and plans are also included.
HB 9780764350702 £18.99 March 2016 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 144 pages

Project Horizon (Military Version)
Robert Godwin
In the first two months of 1958 President Eisenhower ordered the creation of a new department
at the Pentagon, the Advanced Research Projects Agency, or ARPA. One of the first tasks
appointed to ARPA was to choose which branch of the military would handle the country’s space
program. Almost arbitrarily ARPA chose the Air Force. This decision stood for just a few months
before the President announced the formation of NASA, but it became clear to the heads of the
U.S. Army that they were running second in a two-horse race.
The Pentagon would only be allowed into space if they could persuade the President that there
was a military need to be there. Almost immediately the Air Force and the Army produced their
rival visions for operating off-world. The Army team led by Generals Medaris and Trudeau turned
to Wernher von Braun whose team presented a long-term plan based around their new onemillion pound rocket the Juno V; but the Air Force went all-out and showed its plans for strategic
domination by building a moon base. In March 1959, the Army responded with its own vision for
a moon base which they called Project Horizon.
The plan was conceived and presented to the President in June 1959 and was immediately
recognised as a useful beginning for a civilian moon base, and so the report was reduced from
800 pages to 400 pages and given to NASA. Now, exactly sixty years later, three of the four
volumes of the original military report are available here. Volume III still remains classified as
SECRET. Reproduced from the actual copy of Horizon which was used to create the edited Civilian
version. This version includes the original colour graphics. Bonus: In 1966 the Army was still
working on its plans for space combat and some of those plans are included here as a bonus to
Project Horizon.
PB 9781989044070 £40.99 September 2019 Apogee Books 358 pages

Project Mercury
Eugen Reichl
Project Mercury was America's entry into the manned spaceflight program. When the program
began in 1958, the Soviet Union was far ahead of the US in the race for supremacy in space. With
immense effort, and in record time, NASA, the newly created spaceflight organization, developed
a space transport system with orbital capsule and booster rockets. They used it to send Alan
Shepard on a first suborbital "jump" into space in May 1961, and in February 1962 to make John
Glenn the first American astronaut to orbit the earth.
Nevertheless, the Americans were beaten by the Soviets in the race to put the first man into
space. Project Mercury was, however, the foundation for NASA's later success in the race to the
moon. All Project Mercury missions are discussed, including details on all craft and the astronauts
involved. Superb colour, archival images, cutaways, and plans are also included.
HB 9780764350696 £18.99 March 2016 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 144 pages
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Proposal for Man-in-Space (1957-1958)
Robert Godwin
On 4 October 1957, the Soviet Union launched Sputnik, inaugurating the Space Age. To the
general public and many politicians in the West the small satellite racing overhead was a shocking
and frightening display of communist technological advance. But in the back rooms of the
Pentagon and the headquarters of the United States' Air Force, work had been underway since
the end of World War II on the inevitability of space flight. The shock of Sputnik created an
opportunity to bring this work into the light of day. During the 12 months between October 1957
and September 1958 engineers, doctors and a host of Air Force Colonels and Generals began a
concerted effort to persuade President Eisenhower to allow them to take control of the United
States' future space efforts, and to place humans into space no later than 1960 and then send
them to the surface of the moon by 1964. In February 1958, without going through the usual
gauntlet of hearings the Air Force brass were informed that they were in charge of the country's
space program. Emboldened by this unexpected surprise a team of more than 60 Air Force staff
quickly put together a long-range plan for the exploration of space. This new plan included the
evolution of Air Force missiles from the Thor, through the Titan, to the Super-Titan and ultimately
to the 2,200,000 lb thrust "Big B" booster. The proposed spacecraft carried acronym names like
MISS, MISSOPH, LUREC and finally LUMAN, for the manned lunar lander. This book includes the
official Air Force history of these events, for many years classified as "SECRET".
PB 9781989044063 £31.99 January 2019 Apogee Books 160 pages

Saturn V - America's Rocket to the Moon
Eugen Reichl
Without the mighty Saturn V rocket, the Apollo 11 moon landing would not have been possible
in July 1969. Even today, nearly fifty years later, it remains by far the largest and most powerful
rocket ever used. Equipped with computers that are easily surpassed today by any mobile phone,
the Saturn V was an unprecedented technical achievement. This book, part of the America in
Space series, tells the gripping story of the development and creation of the Saturn V in concise,
detailed text, and features numerous high-quality colour images, technical drawings, and
specification/dimension charts. As well as a detailed look at the Saturn V’s design and
construction, all thirty-two Apollo missions are discussed, including the later Skylab and Apollo Soyuz Test Project.
HB 9780764354823 £18.99 April 2018 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 144 pages

Technical Proposal for Manned Multi Modular Spacecraft (Project MALLAR)
Conrad Lau, Robert Godwin
In the Spring of 1961 President John Kennedy challenged his country to place humans on the
moon and return them to Earth by the end of the decade. It seemed an audacious proposal to
outside observers, but also to the heads of the two-year old National Aeronautics and Space
Agency. What had been lost in the political cloud and excitement surrounding the President's
challenge was the fact that there were people in the aerospace community, outside of NASA,
who were sure that a manned mission to the moon was possible within ten years, and they had
known this since at least 1958, when NASA didn't even exist. These enthusiastic advocates
included the German rocket scientists working for the Army under Wernher von Braun; a team
of military engineers working for the U.S. Air Force under General Bernard Schriever; and a team
of engineers working under Conrad Lau at the Vought Aircraft Astronautics Division whose efforts
remained largely unknown. Between the Spring of 1958 and Christmas 1959 Lau and his team
worked out the most effective way to get to the moon using the advanced rockets being
proposed by von Braun's team. Following a visit by their ebullient congressman, Olin Teague,
Vought's manager John Clark sent Lau's report to Abe Silverstein, head of manned space flight at
NASA. Less than a month later Silverstein ordered his advanced design leader, Robert Piland, to
essentially work from Lau's ideas to create a modular spacecraft system for Apollo. It would be
two years later that NASA would then adopt the method resurrected by Lau to leave the main
spacecraft in lunar orbit to save fuel. Only ten copies of this report were distributed -- until now.
PB 9781989044094 £34.99 January 2020 Apogee Books 252 pages
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The Cradle of American Space Exploration
Kenny Mitchell
At the end of World War II, the U.S. government transferred Dr. Wernher von Braun and his team
of scientists from Germany to America. No one could have imagined that the greatest
engineering feat in human history would result. Working together, the Germans and their
American counterparts became the Apollo team capable of responding to a presidential
challenge issued in 1962 to take mankind to the Moon before the decade's end. NASA's Marshall
Space Flight Center was the platform and team think thank that produced one of the most aweinspiring machines ever built, the Saturn V rocket.
In 1969, the Apollo/Saturn V team and their miracle of engineering landed two men on the Moon
and provided the means of returning the three-man crew safely to Earth. Like the fire and
billowing smoke of the mighty Saturn V, the fusion of German, American and Apollo cultures
became evidenced in the surrounding economic, academic, and social environments. One of the
most advanced engineering and scientific communities in the world emerged: Huntsville,
Alabama, Rocket City USA. Kenny Mitchell, a retired NASA engineer and consultant, began his
career in Huntsville in 1959 as a co-op student at the Army Ballistic Missile Agency located at
Redstone Arsenal. He worked his way up the ladder and managed many NASA projects, including
establishing the first NASA office in Moscow, Russia as a U.S. diplomat.
Mitchell lived the Apollo era first-hand, meticulously documenting his experience while also
conducting exhaustive research into the contributions made by the men and women of Marshall
Space Flight Center. Complete with untold stories of historical accounts, this book is a valuable
resource for the next generation of space explorers whose contributions will continue the legacy.
It gives special insight into the origins of the unique character of the city known as "the Cradle of
American Space Exploration."
PB 9781989044049 £27.99 January 2019 Apogee Books 196 pages

The History of the American Space Shuttle
Dennis R. Jenkins
The flight campaign for the American space shuttle began on April 12, 1981, with the launch of
STS-1 from the Kennedy Space Center, Florida, and ended on July 21, 2011, with wheels stop of
STS-135. During the 30 years and 135 missions in between, the program experienced triumphs
and tragedies, amazed the world with its orbital exploits, and was frequently the subject of
admiration, condemnation, pride, and despair.
This book provides a detailed overview of the history of winged spacecraft and the development
of the vehicle we call the "space shuttle," and provides a technical description of the orbiter,
main engines, external tank, and solid rocket boosters. Two pages are dedicated to each of the
135 missions flown by the American space shuttle, including technical data, crew names, and
photos of each mission. The Challenger and Columbia accidents are discussed, along with a
discussion of what NASA did to fix the flaws and continue flying. The book concludes by covering
the retirement of the vehicle and the delivery of the four remaining orbiters to their final display
sites.
HB 9780764357701 £54.99 November 2019 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 336 pages
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The Soviet Space Program - First Steps: 1941--1953
Eberhard Rödel
This concise history is the first book in a new series on the Soviet space program and features
many rare photographs, diagrams, and charts. When Soviet rocket experts examined the first
Nazi V-2s in early 1945, they immediately realized that their own technology was years behind
what the Germans had developed. The dropping of the two American atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945 made the path forward clear: the development of a
Soviet atomic bomb, and a suitable missile to carry it.
This story begins with the Soviet’s pre- and early war developments in rocket technology, then
covers the discovery and study of the V-2s at Peenemünde, Germany. The Soviets assembled
remaining V-2 rockets from existing parts and their mode of operation was studied.
Developments in the Soviet R and G series missiles in the early 1950s are discussed in detail, as
is the development for the peaceful use of Soviet rocket technology in space.
HB 9780764355394 £18.99 July 2018 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 128 pages

The Soviet Space Program - The Lunar Mission Years: 1959-1976
Eugen Reichl
The N1 was the booster rocket for the Soviet manned moon program and was thus the direct
counterpart of the Saturn V, the rocket that took American astronauts to the moon in 1969.
Standing 345 feet tall, the N1 was the largest rocket ever built by the Soviets and was roughly
the same height and weight as the Saturn. Though initially ahead of the US in the space race, the
Soviets lagged behind as the pace for being first on the moon accelerated. Massive technical and
personnel difficulties, plus spectacular failures, repeatedly delayed the N1 program.
After the successful American landings on the moon, it was finally cancelled without the N1 ever
achieving orbit. The complete history of this rarely known Soviet program is presented here,
starting in 1959, along with detailed technical descriptions of the N1’s design and development.
A full discussion of its attempted launches, disasters, and ultimate cancellation in 1974 completes
this definitive history.
HB 9780764356759 £18.99 March 2019 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 160 pages

The Soviet Space Program - The N1, the Soviet Moon Rocket
Eugen Reichl
The N1 was the booster rocket for the Soviet manned moon program and was thus the direct
counterpart of the Saturn V, the rocket that took American astronauts to the moon in 1969.
Standing 345 feet tall, the N1 was the largest rocket ever built by the Soviets and was roughly
the same height and weight as the Saturn. Though initially ahead of the US in the space race, the
Soviets lagged behind as the pace for being first on the moon accelerated. Massive technical and
personnel difficulties, plus spectacular failures, repeatedly delayed the N1 program.
After the successful American landings on the moon, it was finally cancelled without the N1 ever
achieving orbit. The complete history of this rarely known Soviet program is presented here,
starting in 1959, along with detailed technical descriptions of the N1’s design and development.
A full discussion of its attempted launches, disasters, and ultimate cancellation in 1974 completes
this definitive history.

About the Author: Eugen Reichl works for a leading European space transportation company.
He is a known expert on aerospace technology and has authored more than 30 books and several
hundred specialty articles on the topic.
HB 9780764358555 £18.99 November 2019 Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 144 pages
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