Film & Media Studies

New Titles

www.gazellebookservices.co.uk

Contents

American Culture Studies

2

Critical Studies In Media & Communication

2

Culture & Theory

3

Digital Culture & Society Journals

3

Digital Society

4

Film

5

Media Studies

6

News Journalism

8

Sociology Of Technology

9

Studies Of Digital Media Culture

9

Gazelle Book Services Ltd /+44(0) 1524 528500 / sales@gazellebookservices.co.uk / www.gazellebookservices.co.uk
1

American Culture Studies
Imaging the Scenes of War - Aesthetic Crossovers in American Visual Culture
Christof Decker
In American visual culture, the 1930s and 1940s were a key transitional period shaped by the era
of modernism and the global confrontation of World War II. Christof Decker demonstrates that
the war and its iconography of destruction challenged visual artists to find new ways of
representing its consequences. Dealing with trauma and war crimes led to the emergence of
complex aesthetic forms and media crossovers. Decker shows that the 1940s were a pivotal
period for the creation of horrific yet also innovative representations that boosted American
visual modernism and set the stage for debates about the ethics of visual culture in the post9/11 era.
PB 9783837662023 £36.99 April 2022 Transcript Verlag 160 pages

21st Century Retro: "Mad Men" and 1960s America in Film and Television
Debarchana Baruah
Numerous contemporary televisual productions revisit the past but direct their energies towards
history's non-events and anti-heroic subjectivities. Debarchana Baruah offers a vocabulary to
discuss these, using Mad Men as a primary case study and supplementing the analysis with other
examples from the US and around the world. She takes a fundamentally interdisciplinary
approach to studying film and television, drawing from history, memory, and nostalgia
discourses, and layering them with theories of intertextuality, paratexts, and actor-networks. The
book's compositions style invites discussions from scholars of various fields, as well as those who
are simply fans of history or of Mad Men.
PB 9783837657210 £40.00 April 2021 Transcript Verlag 246 pages

Critical Studies In Media & Communication
Between Violence, Vulnerability, Resilience and Resistance - Arab Television
News on the Experiences of Syrian Women during the Syrian Conflict
Rand El Zein
How are the structures of power and the notion of agency among Syrian women during the
recent Syrian conflict connected? To explore this matter, Rand El Zein investigates gender politics
around displacement, conflict, the body, and the nation. In doing so, she outstandingly reconciles
critical media theory as myriad and productive with the theoretical concepts on subjectivity,
power, performativity, neoliberalism, and humanitarian governance. The book examines how
the Arab television news discursively represented the experiences of Syrian women during the
conflict in relation to the four main concepts: violence, vulnerability, resilience, and resistance.
PB 9783837659597 £37.99 November 2021 Transcript Verlag 206 pages
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Culture & Theory
Beyond Narrative
Exploring Narrative Liminality and Its Cultural Work
Edited by Sebastian M. Herrmann, Katja Kanzler, Stefan Schubert
What are the "borderlands of narrativity" - the complex and culturally productive area where the
symbolic form of narrative meets other symbolic logics, such as data(base), play, spectacle, or
ritual? The contributors open up a conversation about the "beyond" of narrative, about the
myriad constellations in which narrativity interlaces with, rubs against, or morphs into the
principles of other forms. To conceptualize these borderlands, the book introduces the notion of
"narrative liminality," which the 16 articles utilize to engage literature, popular culture, digital
technology, historical artifacts, and other kinds of texts from a time span of close to 200 years.
PB 9783837661309 £44.99 April 2022 Transcript Verlag 280 pages

Digital Culture & Society Journals
Digital Culture & Society (DCS)
Vol. 7, Issue 1/2021 - Laborious Play and Playful Work II
Edited by Pablo Abend, Mathias Fuchs, Karin Wenz
This double issue of Digital Culture & Society addresses the dialectics of play and labour, taking
a closer look at the problem of play and work from two overlapping, albeit not mutually exclusive,
perspectives. After the first issue explored the notion of laborious play, this second one studies
the concept of playful work. The contributions feature critical inquiries into various phenomena
of playful work - ranging from interfaces of play and work in the BDSM subculture over labour in
digital gaming to high frequency trading. Alongside the articles, the issue features an interview
with Fred Turner, Chair of the Department of Communication at Stanford University. He talks
about the Bauhaus in the US, countercultural cybernetics, technology and consciousness, and
work in the Silicon Valley.

About the Author: Pablo Abend (Dr.) is a postdoctoral reseacher in the project 'Modding and
Editor-Games. Mathias Fuchs (Dr.), artist, musician and media scholar, is Senior Fellow at the
Institute of Advanced Study on Media Cultures of Computer Simulation (MECS) at Leuphana
University, Lüneburg (Germany). Karin Wenz (Dr.) is assistant professor for Media Culture at
Maastricht University (Netherlands) and director of studies of the MA in Media Culture.
PB 9783837653878 £28.99 March 2022 Transcript Verlag 166 pages
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Digital Culture & Society (DCS)
Vol. 6, Issue 2/2020 - The Politics of Metadata
Edited by Anna Dahlgren, Karin Hansson, Ramón Reichert, Amanda Wasielewski
The design and use of metadata is always culturally, socially, and ideologically inflected. The
actors, whether these are institutions (museums, archives, libraries, corporate image suppliers)
or individuals (image producers, social media agents, researchers), as well as their agendas and
interests, affect the character of metadata. There is a politics of metadata. This issue of Digital
Culture & Society addresses the ideological and political aspects of metadata practices within
image collections from an interdisciplinary perspective. The overall aim is to consider the
implications, tensions, and challenges involved in the creation of metadata in terms of content,
structure, searchability, and diversity.
PB 9783837649567 £28.99 June 2021 Transcript Verlag 274 pages

Digital Society
The Post-Socialist Internet
How Labor, Geopolitics and Critique Produce the Internet in Lithuania
Digital Society
Migle Bareikyte
How is the Internet produced as an infrastructure in post-socialist Lithuania? Migle Bareikyte
contributes to the growing field of STS and media studies with a distinct focus on Eastern Europe.
She situates the Internet development in Lithuania's telecom industry with the exploration of its
labor practices, geopolitical imaginaries, and critical negotiations from a bottom-up perspective.
Bareikyte further explores how fieldwork-based research can foster new theorizations of media
infrastructures. Finally, she argues for a situated investigation of new places and actors beyond
the United States and Western Europe-such as post-socialist regions-in order to explore the
diversity of media infrastructures.

About the Author: Migle Bareikyte was born in 1987, works as a postdoctoral researcher at
the Department of Media Studies at Universität Siegen. The media scholar did her doctorate at
the Leuphana Universität Lüneburg, where she was a member of DFG Research Training Group
“Cultures of Critique” and a Fellow of the Center for Digital Cultures (CDC).
PB 9783837659566 £44.99 February 2022 Transcript Verlag 252 pages

Archives, Access and Artificial Intelligence
Working with Born-Digital and Digitized Archival Collections
Edited by Lise Jaillant
Digital archives are transforming the Humanities and the Sciences. Digitized collections of
newspapers and books have pushed scholars to develop new, data-rich methods. Born-digital
archives are now better preserved and managed thanks to the development of open-access and
commercial software. Digital Humanities have moved from the fringe to the center of academia.
Yet, the path from the appraisal of records to their analysis is far from smooth. This book explores
crossovers between various disciplines to improve the discoverability, accessibility, and use of
born-digital archives and other cultural assets.
PB 9783837655841 £42.99 April 2022 Transcript Verlag 330 pages
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Film
Passing and Posing between Black and White
Calibrating the Color Line in U.S. Cinema
Lisa Gotto
Since its inception, U.S. American cinema has grappled with the articulation of racial boundaries.
This applies, in the first instance, to featuring mixed-race characters crossing the color line. In a
broader sense, however, this also concerns viewing conditions and knowledge configurations.
The fact that American film engages itself so extensively with the unbalanced relation between
black and white is neither coincidental nor trivial to state - it has much more to do with disputing
boundaries that pertain to the medium itself. Lisa Gotto examines this constellation along the
early history of American film, the cinematic modernism of the late 1950s, and the post-classical
cinema of the turn of the millennium.

Reviews: " This is an important book and should be read." Jan-Christopher Horak, Archival
Spaces, 283 (2021)
PB 9783837653373 £46.99 September 2021 Transcript Verlag 250 pages

Victims, Perpetrators and Professionals
The Representation of Women in Chinese Crime Films
Tingting Hu
This book examines the representation of women in relation to violence in Chinese crime films
made on the mainland, and in Hong Kong and Taiwan. It introduces a new trajectory in the
investigation of the cinematic representation of female figures in relation to gender issues by
interweaving Western feminist and postfeminist critiques with traditional Chinese sociocultural
discourse. An in-depth narrative identifies three major representations of women: the female
victim, the female perpetrator of violence, and the female professional. Salience to
contemporary society shows up in many ways, passive and active, all of which reinforce a sense
of male dominance and patriarchal power.
Analysis bridges the gap in the field of female representation in Chinese culture/Chinese film
studies by systematically examining Chinese crime films as a genre in its own right. The depiction
of female victimisation at the hands of men in the selected crime films consolidates the notion
of women’s vulnerability and inferiority as perceived in Chinese gender discourse. On the other
hand, the representation of active female perpetrators of violence, and as professional working
women, presents what may be seen as a postfeminist masquerade – a cultural strategy that
shows an ostensible impression of female empowerment albeit that it reinforces traditional
gender hierarchies in the Chinese gender context. While graphic female victimisation is
commonly presented, female perpetrators of violence and females in professional roles in crime
films are shown to remain under the control of male authority, leading to the conclusion that
Chinese crime films are produced in a context of heavy patriarchal power and misogyny.

About the Author: Tingting Hu is a Research Fellow in School of Journalism and
Communication, Wuhan University, China. She received her PhD at Macquarie University,
Australia.
HB 9781789760927 £70.00 June 2021 Sussex Academic Press (UK) 180 pages
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Media Studies
Van Gogh TV's "Piazza Virtuale"
The Invention of Social Media at documenta IX in 1992
Tilman Baumgärtel Assisted by Julian Weinert
Piazza virtuale by the group of artists known as Van Gogh TV was not only the biggest art project
ever to appear on television, but from a contemporary point of view the project was also a
forerunner of today's social media. The ground-breaking event that took place during the 100
days of documenta IX in 1992 was an early experiment with entirely user-created content. This
is the first book-length study of this largely forgotten experiment: It documents the radicality of
Piazza virtuale's approach, the novel programme ideas and the technical innovations. It also
allows, via QR codes, direct access to videos from the show, which until now have been
inaccessible.
HB 9783837660661 £27.99 December 2021 Transcript Verlag 234 pages

Migrating Through the Web
Interactive Practices About Migration, Flight and Exile
Nicole Braida
How to study a media object on the web that is at the same time a documentary, a reportage,
and a game which combines both fiction and non-fiction elements? Nicole Braida digs into the
discursive and material structures and infrastructures of serious games, text-adventures,
newsgames, interactive maps, and data visualizations, in which refugees and migrants become
the subject of humanitarian discourse. Although the goal is to arouse empathy towards migrants,
these "interactive practices" distinguish who is vulnerable and who is not. It supports the idea of
a "migratory crisis", which, the author argues, is actually the symptom of a deeper crisis of the
humanitarian system itself.
PB 9783837660395 £42.99 March 2022 Transcript Verlag 260 pages

Whistleblowing for Change
Exposing Systems of Power and Injustice
Edited by Tatiana Bazzichelli
The courageous acts of whistleblowing that inspired the world over the past few years have
changed our perception of surveillance and control in today's information society. But what are
the wider effects of whistleblowing as an act of dissent on politics, society, and the arts? How
does it contribute to new courses of action, digital tools, and contents? This urgent intervention
based on the work of Berlin's Disruption Network Lab examines this growing phenomenon,
offering interdisciplinary pathways to empower the public by investigating whistleblowing as a
developing political practice that has the ability to provoke change from within.
PB 9783837657937 £28.99 December 2021 Transcript Verlag 376 pages
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The Supernatural Media Virus
Virus Anxiety in Gothic Fiction Since 1990
Rahel Sixta Schmitz
Since the 1990s, the virus and the network metaphors have become increasingly popular, finding
application in a broad range of everyday discourses, academic disciplines, and fiction genres. In
this book, Rahel Sixta Schmitz defines and discusses a trope recurring in Gothic fiction: the
supernatural media virus. This trope comprises the confluence of the virus, the network, and a
deep, underlying media anxiety. This study shows how Gothic narratives such as House of Leaves
or The Ring feature the supernatural media virus to negotiate as well as actively shape
imaginations of the network society and the dangers of a globalized, technologized world.
PB 9783837655599 £41.99 August 2021 Transcript Verlag 290 pages

Narrative Mechanics
Strategies and Meanings in Games and Real Life
Edited by Beat Suter, René Bauer, Mela Kocher
What do stories in games have in common with political narratives? This book identifies narrative
strategies as mechanisms for meaning and manipulation in games and real life. It shows that the
narrative mechanics so clearly identifiable in games are increasingly used (and abused) in politics
and social life. They have "many faces", displays and interfaces. They occur as texts, recipes,
stories, dramas in three acts, movies, videos, tweets, journeys of heroes, but also as rewarding
stories in games and as narratives in society - such as a career from rags to riches, the concept of
modernity or market economy. Below their surface, however, narrative mechanics are a
particular type of motivational design - of game mechanics.
PB 9783837653458 £37.99 June 2021 Transcript Verlag 362 pages

Images on the Move
Materiality - Networks - Formats
Edited by Olga Moskatova
In contemporary society, digital images have become increasingly mobile. They are networked,
shared on social media, and circulated across small and portable screens. Accordingly, the
discourses of spreadability and circulation have come to supersede the focus on production,
indexicality, and manipulability, which had dominated early conceptions of digital photography
and film. However, the mobility of images is neither technologically nor conceptually limited to
the realm of the digital. The edited volume re-examines the historical, aesthetical, and
theoretical relevance of image mobility. The contributors provide a materialist account of images
on the move - ranging from wired photography to postcards to streaming media.
PB 9783837652468 £40.0038.99 October 2021 Transcript Verlag 288 pages
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Taking Sides
Theories, Practices, and Cultures of Participation in Dissent
Edited by Elke Bippus, Anne Ganzert, Isabell Otto
Is there an option to oppose without automatically participating in the opposed? This volume
explores different perspectives on dissent, understanding practices, cultures, and theories of
resistance, dispute, and opposition as inherently participative. It discusses aspects of the body
as a political instance, the identity and subjectivity building of individuals and groups,
(micro-)practices of dissent, and theories of critique from different disciplinary perspectives. This
collection thus touches upon contemporary issues, recent protests and movements, artistic
subversion and dissent, online activism as well as historic developments and elemental theories
of dissent.
PB 9783837649017 £42.99 October 2021 Transcript Verlag 298 pages

News Journalism
Dateline Jerusalem
Journalism's Toughest Assignment
In the National Interest
John Lyons
Rarely is the public taken deep into the inner sanctum of major news organisations. In this
extraordinary book, award-winning journalist John Lyons goes to the heart of how the media
reports -- or does not report -- one of the biggest stories of our time: the conflict in the Middle
East. He looks at the power of lobby groups and shows how they determine much of what is
written about Israel, and he turns the spotlight on his own profession and its failings. For Lyons,
the six years he spent in Jerusalem as Middle East correspondent for The Australian were the
toughest of his forty-year career. He explains how lobby groups attempt to prevent the real story
being told, revealing how he himself became a target, and the dirty tricks that are used. He
describes how journalists who accurately report what they see can be hounded and vilified, part
of a practice of intimidation, harassment and influence peddling that is designed to stop the truth
from being told -- a practice that must stop. This is an insider's account of why the real story of
the Israel-Palestine conflict goes largely unreported. It is also the story of why, in the wake of the
international backlash against media coverage of the May 2021 Israel-Hamas violence, this could
be about to change.

About the Author: John Lyons is one of Australia's most experienced journalists. He is
currently Head of Investigative Journalism at the ABC, responsible for Four Corners, 7.30, Foreign
Correspondent, Insiders, Australian Story, Q&A and the Investigative Reporting Team. Over the
past forty years, he has held leadership positions in several major organisations, including editor
of The Sydney Morning Herald and executive producer of Nine's Sunday program.
PB 9781922464842 £13.99 October 2021 Monash University Publishing 96 pages
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Sociology Of Technology
Digital Capitalism and Distributive Forces
X-Texts on Culture and Society
Sabine Pfeiffer
Are robots taking away our jobs? Those who ask this question have misunderstood digitalisation
- it is not an industrial revolution by other means. Sabine Pfeiffer searches for the actual novelties
brought about by digitalisation and digital capitalism. In her analysis, she juxtaposes Marx's
concept of productive force with the idea of distributive force. From the platform economy to
artificial intelligence, Pfeiffer shows that digital capitalism is less about the efficient production
of value, but rather about its fast, risk-free, and permanently secured realisation on the markets.
The examination of this dynamic and its consequences also leads to the question of how
destructive the distributive forces of digital capitalism might be.

About the Author: Sabine Pfeiffer (Dr. phil. habil.), born 1966, is a professor of sociology with
a focus on Technology – Work – Society at Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg.
PB 9783837658934 £56.99 February 2022 Transcript Verlag 282 pages

Practicing Sovereignty
Digital Involvement in Times of Crises
Edited by Bianca Herlo, Daniel Irrgang, Gesche Joost, Andreas Unteidig
Digital sovereignty has become a hotly debated concept. The current convergence of multiple
crises adds fuel to this debate, as it contextualizes the concept in a foundational discussion of
democratic principles, civil rights, and national identities: is (technological) self-determination an
option for every individual to cope with the digital sphere effectively? Can disruptive events
provide chances to rethink our ideas of society - including the design of the objects and processes
which constitute our techno-social realities? The positions assembled in this volume analyze
opportunities for participation and policy-making, and describe alternative technological
practices before and after the pandemic.
PB 9783837657609 £33.99 January 2022 Transcript Verlag 430 pages

Studies Of Digital Media Culture
Paratextualizing Games
Investigations on the Paraphernalia and Peripheries of Play
Studies of Digital Media Culture
Edited by Benjamin Beil, Gundolf S. Freyermuth, Hanns Christian Schmidt
Gaming no longer only takes place as a "closed interactive experience" in front of TV screens, but
also as broadcast on streaming platforms or as cultural events in exhibition centers and e-sport
arenas. The popularization of new technologies, forms of expression, and online services has had
a considerable influence on the academic and journalistic discourse about games. This anthology
examines which paratexts gaming cultures have produced - i.e., in which forms and formats and
through which channels we talk (and write) about games - as well as the way in which paratexts
influence the development of games. How is knowledge about games generated and shaped
today and how do boundaries between (popular) criticism, journalism, and scholarship have
started to blur? In short: How does the paratext change the text?
PB 9783837654219 £42.99 November 2021 Transcript Verlag 406 pages
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