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A Debate on Jewish Emancipation and Christian Theology in Old Berlin
David Friedländer, Friedrich Schleiermacher, Wilhelm Abraham Teller Edited by Richard Crouter
When wealthy Jewish industrialist David Friedländer proposed in 1799 that Berlin’s Jews undergo
a sham conversion to Christianity in return for full German citizenship, he touched off a political
and theological debate that would continue to define the relation between Jewish and German
identity for more than a century.
In the series of provocative letters collected here, Friedländer, Protestant leader Wilhelm
Abraham Teller, and young Christian theologian Friedrich Schleiermacher debate Friedländer’s
radical proposal. In so doing, they grapple with many of the thorny problems—such as
citizenship, religious tolerance, and assimilation—that continue to vex world political leaders
today.
Richard Crouter’s Introduction provides the cultural, religious, and historical context for this
compelling exchange; a postscript by Julie Klassen reveals the ways in which Germany’s
minorities continue to be marginalized more than two hundred years after Friedländer made his
passionate appeal for political liberty and human rights.

About the Author: Richard Crouter is John M. and Elizabeth W. Musser Professor of Religious
Studies Emeritus, Carleton College.
Julie Klassen is Professor of German, Carleton College.

Reviews: "One of the most fascinating and, indeed, seminal debates in the protracted struggle
of German Jewry to gain full citizenship and civic equality. As the translators make clear in their
learned and generally lucid Introduction, this debate illuminates the enduring difficulty of
modern nation states to establish a civic society that is, if not religiously neutral, at least inclusive.
. . . It will surely enter the canon of standard works in the study of modern Jewish history."
Paul Mendes-Flohr, Hebrew University
HB 9780872207202 £38.99 September 2004 Hackett Publishing Company 192 pages
PB 9780872207196 £15.99 September 2004 Hackett Publishing Company 192 pages

Bestseller
A Letter Concerning Toleration
John Locke, James H. Tully
John Locke's subtle and influential defense of religious toleration as argued in his seminal Letter
Concerning Toleration (1685) appears in this edition as introduced by one of our most
distinguished political theorists and historians of political thought.

About the Author: James H. Tully is the Distinguished Professor of Political Science, Law,
Indigenous Governance and Philosophy at the University of Victoria.
HB 9780872201002 £22.99 July 1983 Hackett Publishing Company 72 pages
PB 9780915145607 £7.99 July 1983 Hackett Publishing Company 72 pages
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Considerations on the Causes of the Greatness of the Romans and their
Decline
Montesquieu Translated by David Lowenthal
“Republication of David Lowenthal’s elegant translation of Montesquieu’s neglected study of the
Romans—an indispensable source for understanding the philosopher’s treatment of Rome in The
Spirit of the Laws—makes the book available to a new generation of English-language readers.
Lowenthal’s perceptive introduction and useful notes also deserve the attention of those who
can read Montesquieu in the original French.”
James W. Muller, University of Alaska, Anchorage

About the Author: David Lowenthal is Professor of Political Science, Emeritus, Boston
College.
HB 9780872204973 £36.99 January 1999 Hackett Publishing Company 256 pages
PB 9780872204966 £15.99 January 1999 Hackett Publishing Company 256 pages

Bestseller
Democracy in America
Alexis De Tocqueville Abridged by Sanford Kessler Translated by Stephen D. Grant
This new abridged translation of Democracy in America reflects the rich Tocqueville scholarship
of the past forty years, and restores chapters central to Tocqueville’s analysis absent from
previous abridgments—including his discussions of enlightened self-interest and the public’s
influence on ethical standards. Judicious notes and a thoughtful Introduction offer aids to the
understanding of a masterpiece of nineteenth-century social thought that continues in our own
day to illuminate debates about the roles of liberty and equality in American life.

About the Author: Sanford Kessler is Associate Professor of Political Science, North Carolina
State University.
Stephen D. Grant received his M.A. in Political Science from the University of Chicago.

Reviews: “A fine piece of work. Kessler has presented one of the best summaries of
Tocqueville’s thought that I know of. The translation represents a clear improvement over both
the Bradley translation and the Lawrence translation. In numerous cases, Grant has provided
extremely useful notes covering the range of meanings and historical background of important
concepts. Anyone teaching a course calling for selections from Tocqueville cannot do better than
this volume.”
Christopher Kelly, Boston College
HB 9780872204959 £32.99 June 2000 Hackett Publishing Company 368 pages
PB 9780872204942 £12.99 June 2000 Hackett Publishing Company 368 pages

Discourse on Method
Cress, Third Edition
René Descartes Translated by Donald A. Cress
By far the most widely used translation in North American college classrooms, Donald A. Cress's
translation from the French of the Adam and Tannery critical edition is prized for its accuracy,
elegance, and economy. The translation featured in the Third Edition has been thoroughly
revised from the 1979 First Edition and includes page references to the critical edition for ease
of comparison.

About the Author: Donald A. Cress is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, University of
Wisconsin, Parkside. His translations of Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy and Discourse
on Method are also published by Hackett.
PB 9780872204225 £7.99 September 1998 Hackett Publishing Company 58 pages
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Discourse on Method
Kennington Edition
René Descartes Translated by Richard Kennington Edited by Pamela Kraus, Frank Hunt
This is an English translation of Descartes' seminal discourse, with an original essay by Richard
Kennington. This text is designed to provide the student with a close translation, notes, and a
glossary of key terms, facilitating access to ideas as they originally were presented and helping
to make the translator's work transparent. Focus Philosophical Library translations are close to
and are non-interpretative of the original text, with the notes and a glossary intending to provide
the reader with some sense of the terms and the concepts as they were understood by Decartes'
immediate audience. The Focus Philosophical Library publishes clear, faithful editions enabling
access for modern students to the essential ideas and wisdom of the world's greatest thinkers.
PB 9781585102594 £13.99 November 2007 Hackett Publishing Company 96 pages

Bestseller
Discourse on Method and Meditations on First Philosophy
Fourth Edition
René Descartes Translated by Donald A. Cress
This edition contains Donald Cress's completely revised translation of the Meditations (from the
corrected Latin edition) and recent corrections to Discourse on Method, bringing this version
even closer to Descartes's original, while maintaining the clear and accessible style of a classic
teaching edition.

About the Author: Donald A. Cress is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, University of
Wisconsin, Parkside. His translations of Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy and Discourse
on Method are also published by Hackett.

Reviews: "The new version of Cress's translation of Descartes's Meditations has attained an
unusually high degree of readability . . . and, at the same time, of fidelity to the original. This
combination . . . makes the work especially suitable for classroom use."
Roger Ariew, University of South Florida, and Marjorie Grene (1910-2009), Virginia Polytechnic
Institute
HB 9780872204218 £31.99 June 1999 Hackett Publishing Company 128 pages
PB 9780872204201 £11.99 June 1999 Hackett Publishing Company 128 pages

Discourse on Method, Optics, Geometry, and Meteorology
René Descartes Translated by Paul J. Olscamp
This volume preserves the format in which Discourse on Method was originally published: as a
preface to Descartes’s writings on optics, geometry, and meteorology. In his introduction,
Olscamp discusses the value of reading the Discourse alongside these three works, which sheds
new light on Descartes’s method. Includes an updated bibliography.

About the Author: Paul J. Olscamp is Distinguished Service Professor and President Emeritus,
Western Washington University.
HB 9780872205680 £44.99 March 2001 Hackett Publishing Company 424 pages
PB 9780872205673 £18.99 March 2001 Hackett Publishing Company 424 pages
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Bestseller
Discourse on the Origin of Inequality
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, James Miller Translated by Donald A. Cress
Donald Cress’s highly regarded translation, based on the critical Pléiade edition of 1964, is here
issued with a lively introduction by James Miller, who brings into sharp focus the cultural and
intellectual milieu in which Rousseau operated. This new edition includes a select bibliography,
a note on the text, a translator’s note, and Rousseau’s own Notes on the Discourse.
HB 9780872201514 £25.99 November 1992 Hackett Publishing Company 112 pages
PB 9780872201507 £9.99 November 1992 Hackett Publishing Company 112 pages

Divine Right and Democracy
An Anthology of Political Writing in Stuart England
David Wootton
The seventeenth century was England’s “century of revolution,” an era in which the nation
witnessed protracted civil wars, the execution of a king, and the declaration of a short-lived
republic. During this period of revolutionary crisis, political writers of all persuasions hoped to
shape the outcome of events by the force of their arguments. To read the major political theorists
of Stuart England is to be plunged into a world in which many of our modern conceptions of
political rights and social change are first formulated.
David Wootton’s masterly compilation of speeches, essays, and fiercely polemical pamphlets—
organized into chapters focusing on the main debates of the century—represents the first
attempt to present in one volume a broad collection of Stuart political thought. In bringing
together abstract theorizing and impassioned calls to arms, anonymous tract writers and King
James I, Wootton has produced a much-needed collection; in combination with the editor’s
thoughtful running commentary and invaluable Introduction, its texts bring to life a crucial period
in the formation of our modern liberal and conservative theories.

About the Author: David Wootton is Anniversary Professor of History, University of York. His
translations of Machiavelli (The Prince and Selected Political Writings), Thomas More (Utopia),
and Voltaire (Candide and Related Texts) are also published by Hackett Publishing Company.
HB 9780872206540 £34.99 March 2003 Hackett Publishing Company 512 pages
PB 9780872206533 £16.99 March 2003 Hackett Publishing Company 512 pages

Bestseller
Modern Political Thought
Readings from Machiavelli to Nietzsche
Edited by David Wootton
The second edition of David Wootton's Modern Political Thought: Readings from Machiavelli to
Nietzsche offers a new unit on modern constitutionalism with selections from Hume,
Montesquieu, the Federalist, and Constant. In addition to a new essay by Wootton, this unit
features his new translation of Constant's 1819 essay "On Ancient and Modern Liberty". Other
changes include expanded selections from Machiavelli's Discourses on Livy and a new Hegel
selection, all of which strengthen an already excellent anthology.

About the Author: David Wootton is Anniversary Professor of History, University of York.
Reviews: "A superbly edited collection—absolutely the best of its kind."
Ian Shapiro, Yale University
HB 9780872208988 £73.99 November 2008 Hackett Publishing Company 928 pages
PB 9780872208971 £49.99 November 2008 Hackett Publishing Company 928 pages
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Enlightenment Thought
An Anthology of Sources
Margaret L. King
"Margaret L. King has put together a highly representative selection of readings from most of the
more significant—but by no means the most obvious—texts by the authors who made up the
movement we have come to call the 'Enlightenment.' They range across much of Europe and the
Americas, and from the early seventeenth century until the end of the eighteenth. In the
originality of the choice of texts, in its range and depth, this collection offers both wide coverage
and striking insights into the intellectual transformation which has done more than any other to
shape the world in which we live today. It is simply the best introduction to the subject now
available."
Anthony Pagden, UCLA, and author of The Enlightenment and Why It Still Matters
HB 9781624667541 £56.99 March 2019 Hackett Publishing Company 344 pages
PB 9781624667534 £18.99 March 2019 Hackett Publishing Company 304 pages

Bestseller
Locke: Political Writings
John Locke
John Locke Edited by David Wootton
John Locke’s Second Treatise of Government (c. 1681) is perhaps the key founding liberal text. A
Letter Concerning Toleration, written in 1685 (a year when a Catholic monarch came to the
throne of England and Louis XVI unleashed a reign of terror against Protestants in France), is a
classic defense of religious freedom. Yet many of Locke’s other writings—not least the
Constitutions of Carolina, which he helped draft—are almost defiantly anti-liberal in outlook.
This comprehensive collection brings together the main published works (excluding polemical
attacks on other people’s views) with the most important surviving evidence from among Locke’s
papers relating to his political philosophy. David Wootton’s wide-ranging and scholarly
Introduction sets the writings in the context of their time, examines Locke’s developing ideas and
unorthodox Christianity, and analyzes his main arguments. The result is the first fully rounded
picture of Locke’s political thought in his own words.
PB 9780872206762 £16.99 March 2003 Hackett Publishing Company 488 pages

Bestseller
Meditations on First Philosophy
3rd Edition
René Descartes Translated by Donald A. Cress
Descartes's Meditations on First Philosophy, the fundamental and originating work of the
modern era in Western philosophy, is presented here in Donald Cress's completely revised
edition of his well-established translation, bringing this version even closer to Descartes's
original, while maintaining its clear and accessible style.

About the Author: Donald A. Cress is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, University of
Wisconsin, Parkside. His translations of Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy and Discourse
on Method are also published by Hackett.

Reviews: "The new version of Cress's translation of Descartes's Meditations has attained an
unusually high degree of readability . . . and at the same time, of fidelity to the original."
Roger Ariew, University of South Florida, and Marjorie Grene (1910-2009), Virginia Polytechnic
Institute
PB 9780872201927 £9.99 October 1993 Hackett Publishing Company 80 pages
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Montesquieu: Selected Political Writings
Montesquieu Edited and translated by Melvin Richter
The essential political writings of Montesquieu—a substantial abridgment of The Spirit of the
Laws, plus judicious selections from The Persian Letters and Considerations of the Romans’
Greatness and Decline—are masterfully translated by Melvin Richter. Prefaced by a new fiftypage introduction by Richter for this revised edition, The Selected Political Writings displays the
genius and virtuosity of Montesquieu the philosopher, social critic, political theorist, and literary
stylist, whose work commands the attention of all students of the Enlightenment and of modern
constitutional thought.

Reviews: “Professor Richter has long been one of our most knowledgeable commentators on
the French intellectual tradition. Having written on Montesquieu, Tocqueville, and Durkheim, he
is well positioned to provide us not only with an historically informed translation of
Montesquieu’s major writings, but also with an excellent introduction to what is important about
Montesquieu as a thinker.”
Lawrence Dickey, University of Wisconsin
PB 9780872200906 £15.99 March 1990 Hackett Publishing Company 299 pages

Bestseller
On Crimes and Punishments
Beccaria Translated by David Young
Includes a translator's preface, note on the text, and suggestions for further reading.

About the Author: Dave and Cheryl have an obvious love for the outdoors having authored
12 books and E-books on various outdoor sports and activities. They have been published and
distributed as E-books to libraries in 9 languages electronically world-wide. Current up to date
information and colour photographs and illustrations on virtually every page make their books
stand out above others. They love writing and taking photographs of the things they enjoy
participating in. As the years have gone by they've been able to learn about new and exciting
activities. At the young age of 64 (Dave) and 58 (Cheryl) they are keeping themselves looking
young and fit because of their energetic lifestyle. Dave & Cheryl's books unify the most basic and
advanced techniques used today and are the culmination of many years of experience. Dave and
Cheryl Young have an obvious love for the outdoors having authored twelve books and e-books
on various outdoor sports and activities. Their books have been published and distributed
electronically as e-books to libraries in nine languages world-wide. Current information and
colour photographs and illustrations on virtually every page make their books stand out above
others. They love writing and taking photographs of the things they enjoy doing. As the years
have gone by, they've been able to learn about new and exciting activities. Dave and Cheryl's
books unify the most basic and advanced techniques used today and are the culmination of many
years of experience.
HB 9780915144990 £35.99 November 1986 Hackett Publishing Company 129 pages
PB 9780915145973 £10.99 November 1986 Hackett Publishing Company 129 pages
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Persian Letters
With Related Texts
Montesquieu Translated by Raymond N. MacKenzie
A classic work of the European Enlightenment—and one of the most popular, if scandalous, in its
day—the Persian Letters captures, in an engaging epistolary format, the transformational spirit
of the era. Amid an ongoing tale rife with sex, violence, and wit, the work addresses a diverse
range of topics from human nature and the origins of society, to the nature and role of religious
belief, the role of women, statecraft, justice, morality, and human identity.
With skill and artistry, Raymond MacKenzie’s stunning new translation accurately reflects the
mood and character of the work. In his richly conceived Introduction, MacKenzie seamlessly
weaves together an overview of the period with details of Montesquieu’s life, including the
influences that inspired the Persian Letters, the character and power of the book, and its
reception.
This edition also includes a Calendar of the Persian Letters, a Bibliography of Works in English,
and a Bibliography of Works in French. Related texts provide insight into the legacy of the Persian
Letters. They include selections from works by George Lyttelton, Voltaire, Oliver Goldsmith, and
Maria Edgeworth.

About the Author: Raymond N. MacKenzie is Professor of English at the University of St.
Thomas. His translations for Hackett Publishing Company include: Zola, Germinal (2011);
Flaubert, Madame Bovary (2009); and Baudelaire, Paris Spleen and La Fanfarlo (2008).
HB 9781624661815 £40.99 September 2014 Hackett Publishing Company 344 pages
PB 9781624661808 £13.99 September 2014 Hackett Publishing Company 344 pages

Piracy in the Early Modern Era
An Anthology of Sources
Edited by Kris Lane, Arne Bialuschewski
"This volume represents a sea change in educational resources for the history of piracy. In a
single, readable, and affordable volume, Lane and Bialuschewski present a wonderfully diverse
body of primary texts on sea raiders. Drawn from a variety of sources, including the authors’ own
archival research and translations, these carefully curated texts cover over two hundred years
(1548–1726) of global, early-modern piracy. Lane and Bialuschewski provide glosses of each
document and a succinct introduction to the historical context of the period and avoid the
romanticized and Anglo-centric depictions of maritime predation that often plague work on the
topic."
Jesse Cromwell, The University of Mississippi

About the Author: Kris Lane is F.V. Scholes Professor of History at Tulane University.
Arne Bialuschewski teaches at Trent University.
HB 9781624668258 £49.99 December 2019 Hackett Publishing Company 200 pages
PB 9781624668241 £16.99 November 2019 Hackett Publishing Company 200 pages
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Descartes: Philosophical Essays and Correspondence
René Descartes Edited by Roger Ariew
A superb text for teaching the philosophy of Descartes, this volume includes all his major works
in their entirety, important selections from his lesser known writings, and key selections from his
philosophical correspondence. The result is an anthology that enables the reader to understand
the development of Descartes’s thought over his lifetime. Includes a biographical Introduction,
chronology, bibliography, and index.

About the Author: Roger Ariew is Professor of Philosophy, University of South Florida.
HB 9780872205031 £47.99 March 2000 Hackett Publishing Company 320 pages
PB 9780872205024 £22.99 March 2000 Hackett Publishing Company 320 pages

Bestseller
Reflections on the Revolution in France
Edmund Burke Edited by J. G. A. Pocock
John Pocock’s edition of Burke’s Reflections is two classics in one: Burke’s Reflections and
Pocock’s reflections on Burke and the eighteenth century.

Reviews: “Pocock is, without question, the leading historian of eighteenth-century BritishAmerican political thought. . . . All of his skills are brilliantly employed in the Introduction. . . . In
addition to being the best treatment of Burke’s thought in context, it is . . . the best and most
concentrated presentation of Pocock’s own view of the main contours of eighteenth-century
political thought. . . . Finally, the Reflections and other texts by Burke are then woven into this
rich fabric, thus providing the reader with an understanding of Burke’s thought which is deeper
and more complex (and surely more historically sensitive) than any available in the secondary
literature.”
James Tully, McGill University
HB 9780872200210 £34.99 September 1987 Hackett Publishing Company 288 pages
PB 9780872200203 £12.99 September 1987 Hackett Publishing Company 288 pages

Bestseller
Rousseau: The Basic Political Writings
Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts, Discourse on the Origin of Inequality,
Discourse on Political Economy, On the Social Contract, The State of War
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, David Wootton Edited and translated by Donald A. Cress
This substantially revised new edition of Rousseau: The Basic Political Writings features a brilliant
new Introduction by David Wootton, a revision by Donald A. Cress of his own 1987 translation of
Rousseau’s most important political writings, and the addition of Cress’ new translation of
Rousseau's State of War. New footnotes, headnotes, and a chronology by David Wootton
provide expert guidance to first-time readers of the texts.

About the Author: Donald A. Cress is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, University of
Wisconsin, Parkside. His translations of Descartes’ Meditations on First Philosophy and Discourse
on Method are also published by Hackett.
David Wootton is Anniversary Professor of History, University of York. His translations
of Machiavelli: Selected Political Writings, More’s Utopia, and Voltaire’s Candide—as well as
his Divine Right and Democracy: An Anthology of Political Writings in Stuart England, his edition
of Locke: Political Writings, and his Essential Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers—are also
available from Hackett.
HB 9781603846745 £36.99 June 2012 Hackett Publishing Company 320 pages
PB 9781603846738 £13.99 June 2012 Hackett Publishing Company 320 pages
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Bestseller
Second Treatise of Government
John Locke Edited by C. B. Macpherson
The Second Treatise is one of the most important political treatises ever written and one of the
most far-reaching in its influence.
In his provocative 15-page introduction to this edition, the late eminent political theorist C. B.
Macpherson examines Locke's arguments for limited, conditional government, private property,
and right of revolution and suggests reasons for the appeal of these arguments in Locke's time
and since.

About the Author: John Locke (1632-1704) was an English philosopher and physician.
Reviews: "Macpherson provides for his readers a tightly written, meaty, and often invigorating
critical assessment of Locke's argument. In it one finds some of the best of Macpherson's now
famous criticism of liberal-democratic government."
Gregory E. Pyrcz in Canadian Philosophical Review
HB 9780915144938 £32.99 June 1980 Hackett Publishing Company 152 pages
PB 9780915144860 £9.99 June 1980 Hackett Publishing Company 148 pages

Bestseller
Some Thoughts Concerning Education and of the Conduct of the
Understanding
John Locke Edited by Ruth W. Grant, Nathan Tarcov
This volume offers two complementary works, unabridged, in modernized, annotated texts—the
only available edition priced for classroom use. Grant and Tarcov provide a concise introduction,
a note on the texts, and a select bibliography.
HB 9780872203358 £36.99 October 1996 Hackett Publishing Company 256 pages
PB 9780872203341 £13.99 October 1996 Hackett Publishing Company 256 pages

Bestseller
Spinoza: Complete Works
Baruch Spinoza Edited by Michael L. Morgan Translated by Samuel Shirley
The only complete edition in English of Baruch Spinoza’s works, this volume features Samuel
Shirley’s preeminent translations, distinguished at once by the lucidity and fluency with which
they convey the flavor and meaning of Spinoza’s original texts.
Michael L. Morgan provides a general introduction that places Spinoza in Western philosophy
and culture and sketches the philosophical, scientific, religious, moral and political dimensions of
Spinoza’s thought. Morgan’s brief introductions to each work give a succinct historical,
biographical, and philosophical overview. A chronology and index are included.

Reviews: “Samuel Shirley’s translations are fluent, eminently readable, and responsive to
current research. Where a particular passage is difficult or obscure, Shirley never attempts to
interpose himself between the reader and Spinoza, nor to side with one or another competing
school of thought or interpretation. That makes his translations not just an ideal introduction for
the reader new to Spinoza, but also a trustworthy source of insight for the more advanced
reader.”
Lee Rice, Marquette University
HB 9780872206205 £71.99 November 2002 Hackett Publishing Company 992 pages
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The American Debate over Slavery, 1760–1865
An Anthology of Sources
Edited by Scott J. Hammond, Kevin R. Hardwick, Howard Lubert
“Samuel Shirley’s translations are fluent, eminently readable, and responsive to current research.
Where a particular passage is difficult or obscure, Shirley never attempts to interpose himself
between the reader and Spinoza, nor to side with one or another competing school of thought
or interpretation. That makes his translations not just an ideal introduction for the reader new
to Spinoza, but also a trustworthy source of insight for the more advanced reader.”
Lee Rice, Marquette University

About the Author: Scott J. Hammond and Howard L. Lubert are Professors of Political
Science, James Madison University. Kevin R. Hardwick is Associate Professor of History, James
Madison University.
HB 9781624665363 £44.99 November 2016 Hackett Publishing Company 328 pages
PB 9781624665356 £16.99 November 2016 Hackett Publishing Company 328 pages

The Breakdown of Cartesian Metaphysics
Richard A. Watson
Combines historical research and philosophical analysis to cast light on why and how
Cartesianism failed as a complete metaphysical system. Far more radical in its conclusions than
his 1966 study The Downfall of Cartesianism (a slightly revised version of which forms the main
body of the current work), Watson argues that Descartes’s ontology is incoherent and vacuous,
his epistemology deceptive, and his theology unorthodox—indeed, that “Descartes knows
nothing”.

Reviews: “Original and stimulating. . . . The four new chapters deserve close attention. . . .
Readers will await further studies by Richard A. Watson all the more impatiently.”
Jean-Luc Marion, Archives de Philosophie
HB 9780872204072 £34.99 March 1998 Hackett Publishing Company 256 pages
PB 9780872204065 £15.99 March 1998 Hackett Publishing Company 256 pages

The Government of Poland
Jean-Jacques Rousseau Translated by Willmoore Kendall
"The Government of Poland is the only finished work in which Rousseau himself dons the mantle
of legislator, applying the principles of the Social Contract to the real world around
him. Poland teaches us much about the mysterious art of the Social Contract's 'legislator,' how
he transforms each individual into part of a larger whole. Only in . . . Poland do we find what this
crucial transformation entails and what it presupposes. But probably the greatest lesson to be
learned from . . . Poland concerns Rousseau's understanding of the proper relationship between
theory and practice. . . . Time and again we see Rousseau advising the Poles to do things which
are in gross violation of the strict principles of political right he had elaborated in the Social
Contract."
Richard Myers in Canadian Journal of Political Science
HB 9780915145966 £30.00 March 1985 Hackett Publishing Company 157 pages
PB 9780915145959 £11.99 March 1985 Hackett Publishing Company 157 pages
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The East India Company, 1600–1858
A Short History with Documents
Ian Barrow
In existence for 258 years, the English East India Company ran a complex, highly integrated global
trading network. It supplied the tea for the Boston Tea Party, the cotton textiles used to purchase
slaves in Africa, and the opium for China’s nineteenth-century addiction. In India it expanded
from a few small coastal settlements to govern territories that far exceeded the British Isles in
extent and population. It minted coins in its name, established law courts and prisons, and
prosecuted wars with one of the world’s largest armies. Over time, the Company developed a
pronounced and aggressive colonialism that laid the foundation for Britain’s Eastern empire. A
study of the Company, therefore, is a study of the rise of the modern world.
In clear, engaging prose, Ian Barrow sets the rise and fall of the Company into political, economic,
and cultural contexts and explains how and why the Company was transformed from a maritime
trading entity into a territorial colonial state. Excerpts from eighteen primary documents
illustrate the main themes and ideas discussed in the text. Maps, illustrations, a glossary, and a
chronology are also included.

Reviews: "Ian Barrow has written a concise yet engaging, rich, and detailed history of the East
India Company—its rise to power, evolution, and eventual demise. This book will be read with
great interest by students as well as those general readers seeking a better knowledge of the
world's first multi-national corporation and its important influence in the creation of the modern
South Asian world."
Michael Dodson, Indiana University Bloomington
HB 9781624665974 £44.99 February 2017 Hackett Publishing Company 206 pages
PB 9781624665967 £16.99 February 2017 Hackett Publishing Company 208 pages

Bestseller
The Fable of the Bees and Other Writings
Bernard Mandeville Edited by E. J. Hundert
This edition includes, in addition to the most pertinent sections of The Fable’s two volumes, a
selection from Mandeville’s An Enquiry into the Origin of Honor and selections from two of
Mandeville’s most important sources: Pierre Bayle and the Jansenist Pierre Nicole. Hundert’s
Introduction places Mandeville in a number of eighteenth-century debates—particularly that of
the nature and morality of commercial modernity—and underscores the degree to which his
work stood as a central problem, not only for his immediate English contemporaries, but for such
philosophers as Hume, Rousseau, and Kant. The selections are substantive enough to faithfully
represent Mandeville the social theorist, and compact enough to be used in courses that can
afford to spend no more than a week on his work.

About the Author: E. J. Hundert is Professor of History, the University of British Columbia.
Reviews: “Hundert is especially good at demonstrating how vital Mandeville’s ideas are as a
major foundation for more famous Enlightenment thinkers such as Rousseau, Diderot, Voltaire
and others. . . . The additions of Nicole and Bayle will be useful in courses on 18th century ethics
and morals, and in general surveys of Enlightenment thought. This is probably the best onevolume edition of the main works of Mandeville now available.”
Irwin Primer, Rutgers University
HB 9780872203754 £38.99 November 1997 Hackett Publishing Company 260 pages
PB 9780872203747 £13.99 November 1997 Hackett Publishing Company 260 pages
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High Road to Pyrrhonism
Richard H Popkin Edited by Richard A Watson, James E Force
In this sequel to his classic study The History of Scepticism from Erasmus to Descartes, Popkin
examines the important role played by the revival and reformulation of classical scepticism in
eighteenth-century philosophy.
HB 9780872202528 £27.99 January 1993 Hackett Publishing Company 399 pages

The Persian Letters
Montesquieu Translated by George R. Healy
Based on the 1758 edition, this translation strives for fidelity and retains Montesquieu’s
paragraphing. George R. Healy’s Introduction discusses The Persian Letters as a kind of overture
to the Enlightenment, a work of remarkable diversity designed more to explore a problem of
great urgency for eighteenth century thought than to resolve it: that of discovering universals,
or at least the pragmatic constants, amid the diversity of human culture and society, and of
confronting the proposition that there are no values in human relationships except those
imposed by force or agreed upon in self-interested conventions.

About the Author: George R. Healy is Professor Emeritus of History, College of William and
Mary.
HB 9780872204911 £34.99 September 1999 Hackett Publishing Company 320 pages
PB 9780872204904 £11.99 September 1999 Hackett Publishing Company 320 pages

The Scientific Background to Modern Philosophy
Selected Readings
Edited by Michael R. Matthews
A supplementary text for courses in the history of modern philosophy, helping to link
developments in modern science and modern philosophy.

Reviews: "Students will find it approachable and accessible, and they will have at their
fingertips a good deal of material for discussion of theories of matter and method in
seventeenth-century science.”
Catherine Wilson, in Canadian Philosophical Review
HB 9780872200753 £27.99 May 1989 Hackett Publishing Company 172 pages
PB 9780872200746 £12.99 May 1989 Hackett Publishing Company 176 pages
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Treatise on Slavery
Selections from De Instauranda Aethiopum Salute
Alonso de Sandoval Edited and translated by Nicole von Germeten
In De instauranda Aethiopum salute (1627)—the earliest known book-length study of African
slavery in the colonial Americas—Jesuit priest Alonso de Sandoval described dozens of African
ethnicities, their languages, and their beliefs, and provided an exposé of the abuse of slaves in
the Americas.
This collection of previously untranslated selections from Sandoval's book is an invaluable
resource for understanding the history of the African diaspora, slavery in colonial Latin America,
and the role of Christianity in the formation of the Spanish Empire; it also provides insights into
early modern European concepts of race. A general Introduction and headnotes to each
selection provide cultural, historical, and religious context; copious footnotes identify terms and
references that may be unfamiliar to modern readers. A map and an index are also provided.

About the Author: Nicole von Germeten is Assistant Professor of History, Oregon State
University.

Reviews: "Not only are the translations very well done; Von Germeten's notes and annotations
are excellent, demonstrating a real sensibility for the African backgrounds of those to whom
Sandoval ministered. . . she does a very fine job of addressing African histories and raising
questions that emanate out of Africa, rather than seeing the enslaved simply as incipient
Americans. Strongly recommended for Colonial Latin American surveys as well as for Atlantic
History and African Diapora courses."
James Sweet, Department of History, University of Wisconsin
HB 9780872209305 £38.99 March 2008 Hackett Publishing Company 232 pages
PB 9780872209299 £13.99 March 2008 Hackett Publishing Company 232 pages

Voltaire: Philosophical Letters
Or, Letters Regarding the English Nation
Voltaire Edited by John Leigh Translated by Prudence L. Steiner
In his Philosophical Letters, Voltaire provides a pungent and often satirical assessment of the
religion, politics, science, and arts of the England he observed during his nearly three-year
exile. In addition to the Letters, this edition provides a translation of Voltaire’s “Proposal for a
Letter about the English,” a general Introduction, chronology, notes, and bibliography.

About the Author: John Leigh is a Fellow of Fitzwilliam College, and University Lecturer in
the Department of French, at the University of Cambridge, United Kingdom.
Prudence L. Steiner took her Ph.D. in American Literature at Harvard University, where she
served as Lecturer and Director of the Harvard Extension School Writing Program.

Reviews: “This fluid new translation, with abundant explanatory notes and an insightful
Introduction to Voltaire’s literary strategies, will make an excellent edition for students, as well
as a useful resource for scholars.”
Ann Blair, Harvard University
HB 9780872208827 £30.00 March 2007 Hackett Publishing Company 160 pages
PB 9780872208810 £10.00 March 2007 Hackett Publishing Company 160 pages
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Descartes: Philosophical Essays and Correspondence
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Discourse on Method
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Discourse on the Origin of Inequality
Divine Right and Democracy
Divine Right and Democracy
Enlightenment Thought
Enlightenment Thought
High Road to Pyrrhonism
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Modern Political Thought
Modern Political Thought
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On Crimes and Punishments
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Persian Letters
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Second Treatise of Government
Second Treatise of Government
Some Thoughts Concerning Education and of the
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